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Advent 4, 2011B
341 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
*357 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
352 “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”

“The Virgin Will Conceive”

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the
virgin’s name was Mary.
28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the
Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.
30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I
am a virgin?” 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called
holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth
in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth
month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”
And the angel departed from her. (Luke 1:26–38, ESV)

26 VEn de. tw/| mhni. tw/| e[ktw| avpesta,lh ò a;ggeloj Gabrih.l avpo.
tou/ qeou/ eivj po,lin th/j Galilai,aj h-| o;noma Nazare.q 27 pro.j
parqe,non evmnhsteume,nhn avndri. w-| o;noma VIwsh.f evx oi;kou
Daui,d( kai. to. o;noma th/j parqe,nou Maria,mÅ
28 kai. eivselqw.n pro.j auvth.n ei=pen( Cai/re( kecaritwme,nh( ò
ku,rioj meta. sou/Å 29 h` de. evpi. tw/| lo,gw| dietara,cqh kai.
dielogi,zeto potapo.j ei;h ò avspasmo.j ou-tojÅ 30 kai. ei=pen ò
a;ggeloj auvth/|( Mh. fobou/( Maria,m( eu-rej ga.r ca,rin para. tw/|
qew/|Å 31 kai. ivdou. sullh,myh| evn gastri. kai. te,xh| uiò,n kai.
kale,seij to. o;noma auvtou/ VIhsou/nÅ 32 ou-toj e;stai me,gaj kai.
uiò.j ùyi,stou klhqh,setai kai. dw,sei auvtw/| ku,rioj ò qeo.j to.n
qro,non Daui.d tou/ patro.j auvtou/( 33 kai. basileu,sei evpi. to.n
oi=kon VIakw.b eivj tou.j aivw/naj kai. th/j basilei,aj auvtou/ ouvk
e;stai te,lojÅ

34 ei=pen de. Maria.m pro.j to.n a;ggelon( Pw/j e;stai tou/to( evpei.
a;ndra ouv ginw,skwÈ 35 kai. avpokriqei.j ò a;ggeloj ei=pen auvth/|(
Pneu/ma a[gion evpeleu,setai evpi. se, kai. du,namij ùyi,stou
evpiskia,sei soi\ dio. kai. to. gennw,menon a[gion klhqh,setai
uiò.j qeou/Å 36 kai. ivdou. VElisa,bet h ̀ suggeni,j sou kai. auvth.
sunei,lhfen uiò.n evn gh,rei auvth/j kai. ou-toj mh.n e[ktoj evsti.n
auvth/| th/| kaloume,nh| stei,ra|\ 37 o[ti ouvk avdunath,sei para. tou/
qeou/ pa/n rh̀/maÅ 38 ei=pen de. Maria,m( VIdou. h ̀ dou,lh kuri,ou\
ge,noito, moi kata. to. rh̀/ma, souÅ kai. avph/lqen avpV auvth/j ò
a;ggelojÅ

MARY THE VIRGIN
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary.

 Sixth month
 Gabriel

 Virgin -Mary
 Joseph, of the house of David

THE ANNUNCIATION
28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.

 Greetings
 Lord is with you
 Do not be afraid-Favor with God

 You will conceive in your womb and bear a son and
call his name Jesus

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name
Immanuel.

The beautiful greeting of the angel on this occasion has been abused by the Catholic Church in being made a prayer of their idolatrous
practice. It is known as the Angelus and begins with the words "Ave Maria." But the words of the greeting and Mary's behavior at this
time prove that the Catholic claim is untenable, that praying to Mary is a custom which she would least of all have tolerated had she
known about it. For the angel calls her one that has been much graced, graciously accepted, highly favored, endued with grace. Not as
a mother or dispenser of grace, but as a daughter and recipient of grace she is addressed. She is given the assurance that the Lord is
with her. She is fully and altogether dependent upon Him, her God and her Savior. (Kretzmann)
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WHO WILL THIS CHILD OF MARY’S BE?
32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and
he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.

 Be great
 Called Son of the Most High
 Throne of His Father David
 Reign, Kingdom will not have an end

2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 (OT reading) 1Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his
surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.”
3And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”

4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you
build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I
have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word
with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off
all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And
violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you
rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. . . . 16And your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’”

THE QUESTION OF MARY & THE ANSWER OF GABRIEL
34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.
36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.”

 How will this be, since I am a virgin
 Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the

Most High will overshadow you
 The child will be called holy—the Son of God

 Your relative Elizabeth has conceived (in her old age,
called barren)

 Nothing will be impossible with God

“As it happened to Mary with her faith, so it happens to all of us, that we must believe what is opposed to our understanding,
thoughts, experience, and example. For that is the property and nature of faith, that it will not permit anything to stand outside of itself,
on which a person might rely and rest but only the mere Word of God and the divine promise.” (Luther, quoted in Kretzmann)

Luther: (The angel said to Mary): God is powerful enough; therefore He is able to effect this even though it is contrary to nature…
[Plass, What Luther Says, #450 Christ’s Immaculate Conception, p151, Christ]

 37 o[ti ouvk avdunath,sei para. tou/ qeou/ pa/n rh̀/ma (With God, every Word will not be impossible)

THE CONCLUSION
38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

 I am the servant of the Lord  Let it be to me according to Your Word

Luke 1:42-45 (Mary visits Elizabeth) 42 Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed
is the fruit of your womb! 43 "But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 "For indeed, as soon
as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 45 "Blessed is she who believed, for there will
be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord."


