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Questions

1. What should I look for in a church?
2. Why should I go to church?
3. What is the Gospel?
4. What is the Bible? Why are there so many different translations of the Bible?
5. Why do so many Christian denominations exist? Don’t they all teach the same thing?
6. What does the Bible teach about salvation?
7. Do all religions lead to heaven?
8. What does the Bible teach about love, tolerance, and diversity? What does the Bible say about
homosexuality?  Doesn’t the Bible teach to accept everyone, regardless of sexual preference?
9. What do Lutherans believe about Holy Baptism?
10. What do Lutherans believe about the Lord’s Supper?
11. Are all Lutherans the same?
12. What does it mean to be Christian?

Answers

November 2010
1. What should I look for in a church?

Whether or not you are currently a member of a congregation or are looking for a new church home,
essential considerations are: Faithfulness to the Bible, and not to any opinion or speculation about the
Bible.  All teaching and preaching must be in agreement with the Bible. The preaching of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.  God forgives sins only because of Jesus Christ, who died on the cross and rose from
the dead, not because of anything we do. Christian practice. Christian worship and practice confesses
God and what He has freely done and gives in Christ.

December 2010
2. Why should I go to church?

The Lord would have His people be where He is.  So Jesus says, “Where I am, there My servant will
be” (John 12:26). Many do indeed go to church, but for all the wrong reasons—to be seen by others,
“that’s where I was baptized, confirmed, and married,” to feel good about themselves, etc.  But the real
reason for attending God’s house is to hear His Word, to receive the forgiveness of sins, and to partake
of Christ’s body and blood in the Lord’s Supper (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16). He who is of God
hears God's words (John 8:47).  He who does not is not of God.
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January 2011
3. What is the Gospel?

The Bible teaches that, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), and that
“the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).  This is the Law of God, which convicts everyone, no one
excluded, of sin (Romans 3:10, 20).  But the Good News, the Gospel, is this, that “the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23, 1 John 2:1-2). Jesus’ death on the cross means
forgiveness of sins before God, peace with God, and eternal life, and not because of what one does or
how one lives (Ephesians 2:8-9). This is the Gospel.

February 2011
4. What is the Bible?

The Bible is God’s Word.  The Bible does not just contain God’s Word, nor are parts of the Bible true
and other parts not.  The entirety of the Bible, the Old and New Testaments, are inspired of God and
without error, whereas the Apocrypha is not (2 Timothy 3:15-17; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; i.e. Luke 1:1-
4; 1 John 1:1-4; 1 John 5:11-13 [John 20:30-31]).  The Bible, God’s Word, centers on Jesus the Christ,
God’s Word become flesh (John 1:14).  Both the Old and New Testaments testify of and point to Jesus,
God’s Son, Savior of the world (Luke 24:44-47; John 5:39; John 3:16-18).

March 2011
5. Why do so many Christian denominations exist?

Not all denominations speak and teach the same things of God (see 1 Corinthians 1:10; Romans
16:17).  Not all hold to and confess the same doctrine.  Denominationalism, so called, is not a recent
phenomenon.  Divisions have always existed in Christendom, namely because not all hold to the truth
of Christ (John 14:6). Especially today, not all who call themselves Christian truly are, for not all
believe God’s Word, the Bible. For Christians, however, God’s Word alone is sufficient, and what
God says is what Christians believe, even apart from human and worldly elements. “He who is of God
hears God's words” (John 8:47), even God’s Son—Jesus.

April 2011
6. What does the Bible teach about salvation?

Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John
14:6).  The Bible is quite clear that salvation is the gift of God through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) in Jesus
Christ alone, and in none other (John 3:15-19; Acts 4:12; 16:31).  Salvation, according to Holy
Scripture, is deliverance from sin and eternal death. The Bible teaches that people cannot at all save
themselves (Romans 3:20; Galatians 3:10-14).  Salvation must come from outside of and apart from
sinners (Romans 3:28; 4:2-8). Salvation comes through God in the flesh (John 1:1, 14), who was
crucified on the cross to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15).
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May 2011
7. Do all religions lead to heaven?

Speaking of Jesus Christ, Peter the apostle says that there is salvation in no other, “for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Jesus Himself says,
“Truly truly I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life” (John 6:47). All religions do not
lead to heaven because they do not all rightly teach Christ, through whom is the only way to heaven
(John 14:6). Only Christianity teaches that salvation is by God’s grace alone, through faith alone, in
Christ alone. All others base salvation in some way on what we do. Only the Christian religion points
to Christ, and therefore, to heaven. All others, not rightly preaching Christ, lead to hell.

June 2011
8. What does the Bible teach about love and tolerance?

The Bible teaches that “God is love” (1 John 4:8, 16). “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that
He loved us and sent His Son” (1 John 4:10; see also John 3:16; Romans 4:7-8; 5:8). God’s love
extends to everyone, yet God’s love is not to be equated with tolerance as popularly defined today (i.e.
acceptance of idolatry, adultery, homosexuality, false doctrine, etc.)  God does indeed condemn all sin,
but there is salvation through faith in Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 3:15; 1 Peter 1:3-5), for Jesus came to
save sinners by means of His death on the cross. Sinners who love the Lord seek to please God and
not the world (Galatians 1:10; Colossians 3:22; 1 John 2:15; see John 14:21-24).

July 2011
9. What do Lutherans believe about Holy Baptism?

Holy Baptism is a washing of water and the Word of God, a “washing of regeneration” (Titus 3:5), a
“being born again” (John 3:3-8; 1 Peter 1:23).  Through the water applied with the Word of God, “in
the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19), God gives new life
and even salvation (1 Peter 3:21). Just as no one “chooses” or “decides” to be born into this world, so
in baptism, one does not “choose” or “decide” to be born again.  The new birth is the free gift of God,
not of man (John 1:12-13; 1 John 5:1).  And that means that it is certain and sure, as is the forgiveness
of sins, life, and salvation through faith in Christ!

August 2011
10. What do Lutherans believe about the Lord’s Supper?

The Lord’s Supper, a sacrament, is Christ’s very body and blood, “under the bread and wine,” given
and shed for the forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:26-28; Mk. 14:22-24; Lk. 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 10:16; 11:23-
26). It is a “means of grace,” through which God gives “forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.”
Though it is a gift, it can be take to one’s judgment (1 Cor. 11:27-29).  Out of love for the Lord and
His Word and concern and for those who partake of the Lord’s Supper, Lutheran’s practice close(d)
communion, communing only with those who hold the same confession of faith, for the Lord’s Supper
is also an expression of the unity in doctrine (faith) confessed at the altar.
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September 2011
11. Are all Lutherans the same?

Not all Lutherans teach or practice according to what God says in His Holy Word, the Bible. The three
largest Lutheran Church bodies in North America are the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA, www.elca.org), the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS, www.lcms.org), and the
Wisconsin Evangelical Synod (WELS, www.wels.net). Visit their respective Question/Answer pages
and you will find a great deal of difference between ELCA and the other two. Lutherans believe and
declare (confess) that they are ‘poor miserable sinners’ in need of and saved by God’s grace alone
(Romans 3:19-24; Ephesians 2:8-9), in Christ alone (John 14:6; Acts 4:12), through faith alone
(Galatians 2:16; 3:11, 22; Philippians 3:8-9), according to Scripture alone (Luke 24:44-47; John 5:39;
20:31; 2 Timothy 3:16-17).

October 2011
12. What does it mean to be Christian?

To be Christian means to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins.  Many, however,
define Christianity as “living right,” “doing right,” or “helping others.” A Christian does indeed seek
to live according to God’s Word and not according to the way of the world, but as the Bible says,
“There is none righteous” (Romans 3:10).  Even St. Paul the apostle declares that in him, “nothing
good dwells” (Romans 7:18), and this as an apostle!  Christians are those who acknowledge their sin
before God (confession) and believe God’s word of forgiveness through Jesus Christ (absolution) (1
John 1:6-10). They hear God’s Word, believe it, and desire to live as God would have them live, by
faith and serving neighbor.


