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Easter 5, 2011A
565 “Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ”
*526 “You Are The Way; Through You Alone”
726 “Evening and Morning”

 “Jesus—the Only Way, Truth, and Life”

1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we
do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know
him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you
still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who
dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works
themselves.

12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do,
because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you
ask me anything in my name, I will do it. (John 14:1–14, ESV)

EXAMPLES/ILLUSTRATIONS

I. USA Today, recent: “A durable doomsday preacher predicts the world's end – again”1

 “OAKLAND — Save the date: May 21, 2011”; “If preacher Harold Camping is right, that's the exact date Jesus will return and the righteous will fly up to
heaven, leaving behind only their clothes.  That will be followed by five months of fire, brimstone and plagues, with millions of people dying each day
and corpses piling in the streets. Finally, on Oct. 21, the world ends exactly as the Book of Revelation says it will — with a bottomless pit, a lake of fire
and, at last, a new heaven and new earth.”—that was Saturday, 6pm

 “Camping is not an ordained pastor with a church, and has no formal religious training. He can't read or speak Greek, Hebrew”
 2011 not the only prediction he has made: “1994?”

Acts 1:7 And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.

Matthew 24:36-39 36 " But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 37 "But as the days of Noah were, so also
will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 "For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
that Noah entered the ark, 39 "and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly
that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains
upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons
of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober.

2 Peter 3:10-11 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt
with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,

II. (Front Cover) USA Today, Friday May 20: “Oprah Winfrey signs off after 25 years: 'It is done'”2

 “Billionaire Oprah Winfrey…went from abused Mississippi farm girl to talk-show host and spiritual leader for millions of daytime TV viewers in search
of their authentic selves”

 “Jada Pinkett Smith called her ‘a goddess.’”
 “Kathryn Lofton, author of Oprah: The Gospel of an Icon, called her a ‘really hip and materialistic Mother Teresa’”

1 John 4:1-3  1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2
By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God…

2 Timothy 4:1-5 1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2
Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will
turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill
your ministry.

1 Kimberly Winston, Religion News Service: http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion/2011-03-23-prophet_22_ST_N.htm
2 Ann Oldenburg, http://www.usatoday.com/life/people/2011-05-20-Oprah-interview_n.htm
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III. Time, Monday July 10, 2006: “10 Questions For Katharine Schori”3 (then Presiding Bishop-elect of the Episcopal Church of the
USA
 What will be your focus as head of the U.S. church? Our focus needs to be on feeding people who go to bed hungry, on providing

primary education to girls and boys, on healing people with AIDS, on addressing tuberculosis and malaria, on sustainable
development. That ought to be the primary focus.

 Is belief in Jesus the only way to get to heaven? We who practice the Christian tradition understand him as our vehicle to the
divine. But for us to assume that God could not act in other ways is, I think, to put God in an awfully small box.

BIBLICALREFERENCES

 Only Jesus Gives Life

John 6:63 "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.

John 6:47 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.

John 20:31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in
His name.

1 John 5:11-13 11 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has
life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son
of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.

Acts 4:12  There is salvation in no other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.

 Temptation not to distinguish between what is true from what is right—we assume that because we all call ourselves Christians
that we all generally believe the same thing

+ True preachers sometimes sound boring, some not dynamic or easy to follow; don’t tell us what we want to hear
+ False preachers often ‘sound’ better; say what we want to hear; easy to follow; speak in a conversational style; don’t readily
condemn us as sinners in all that we do

A member of a Lutheran congregation should be able to distinguish pure doctrine from false doctrines. Only spineless Lutherans can
say: "What do I care about doctrinal controversies! They do not concern me in the least. I'll let those who are more learned than I am
bother their heads about such matters." They may even be offended when they observe that religious leaders engage in doctrinal
disputes. A genuine Lutheran will not forget that in the Epistle of Jude also lay Christians are admonished "earnestly to contend for the
faith which was once delivered to the saints." [Jude 1:3] What is more, Christ warns all Christians: "Beware of false prophets." And
St. John writes in his first epistle: "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God, because many false
prophets are gone out into the world." [1 John 4:1] (Walther's Words of Welcome to New Members)

 Text

1Believe in God; believe also in me—Jesus is God; as you believe in God, so you are to believe in Jesus

5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would have known my Father
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.”
9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to
you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves--–Jesus is the only way to the Father; The only way to see God the
Father is to see Jesus

3 Jeff Chu, http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,1211587,00.html


