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631 “Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face” 

*413 “O Wondrous Type!  O Vision Fair” DDDD 

417 “Alleluia, Song of Gladness” 

Comm: 414 ‘Tis Good Lord to be Here” 

 

“The Transfiguration of our Lord” 

 
1
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a 

high mountain by themselves. 
2
And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the 

sun, and his clothes became white as light. 
3
And behold, there appeared to them Moses and 

Elijah, talking with him. 
4
And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, 

I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
5
He was still 

speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 
6
When the disciples 

heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 
7
But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 

“Rise, and have no fear.” 
8
And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 

      
9
And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the 

vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” (Matthew 17:1-9) 

 

On the mount of transfiguration, to a select three, Jesus manifested Himself in all His glory.  

Before their eyes, Peter, James, and John, the brother of James, saw Jesus for who He really was.  

Flesh and blood no longer concealed Christ's divinity, the truth that Jesus was not only man, but 

also God.  Though Christ's humanity concealed His divine nature both before and after that 

mountain top experience until His glorious resurrection, the disciples saw a glimpse of what was 

under the veil.   

 

To those three, Jesus revealed Himself as the Son of the living God in a real, tangible way.  

There was no escaping this truth.  They saw with their eyes and heard with their own ears the 

glory and honor of God and Christ.   

 

We do too.  God reveals Himself through His Holy Word and through His visible means called 

Sacraments.  By these do we see the God of heaven and earth working among us, planting the 

seed of faith within our hearts, calling us to believe the Gospel, and strengthening the faith which 

God Himself has given. 

 

It is as St. Peter says in what is our Epistle reading this day.  He spoke thus about his presence on 

the mount of transfiguration: We did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made 

known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His 

majesty. For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to 

Him from the Excellent Glory: "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." And 

we heard this voice which came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain 
(2 Peter 1:16-18).  

 

Peter was certainly there on the mount, just as the Scripture says, and just as He recounts in his 

second letter.  But then He speaks of a greater assurance than His experience on the mountain.  

He speaks of the Word, the prophetic word, that prophetic word which was confirmed, namely, 
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what God had given and that Word which had come to pass.  Of this word, Peter says, which 

you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place (2 Peter 2:19). 

 

The Psalmist speaks a similar note where He writes, Your word is a lamp to my feet And a 

light to my path (Psalm 119:105).  The Lord’s Word leads us in the way we should go and 

lightens our path.  This is none other than Christ, the Word made flesh, who dwelt among us 

(John 1:14).  To hear Jesus is to hear God.  And to hear His called and ordained servants is to 

hear Jesus, even as Jesus Himself says, He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you 

rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me (Luke 10:16).   

 

Seeing Jesus is seeing the glory of God, even if that glory be hidden, for Jesus also says, He who 

has seen Me has seen the Father (John 14:9).   And seeing Jesus, that is, believing in Him, 

means no more condemnation us for your sins, but your salvation through His crucifixion and 

cross. 

 

In humility, Christ lived; not in honor before men.  He lived a rejected life, being rejected by all 

who received not His Word nor His work.  It is only through His Word and work that anyone 

will see Christ for who He really is, not only as man suffering and dying, but as the almighty 

God, saving and delivering all who trust in Him. 

 

God reveals Himself through the very means that He Himself gives.  It is not for you to decide 

when, where, or how God manifests His glory.  These are in His hands.  If it be through a baby 

being born of a virgin, so be it.  If it be through a man despised and rejected by men, A Man of 

sorrows and acquainted with grief, let it be (Isaiah 53:3).  If it be on a mountain to only three 

disciples, Christ speaking with Moses and Elijah, Old Testament prophets of the Lord Most 

High, let it be so.  Even if it be through the cross and the suffering that you bear because you are 

Christian, so be it. 

 

Christ says, An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to 

it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 

belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of 

the earth (Matthew 12:39-40).  By this does our Lord point you away from seeking Jesus just 

anywhere, but to where He promises to be found-not in what is high and mighty, but for now, in 

the low and in the weak. 

 

Whether it be the glory on the mountain or the humbleness of the plains, Jesus Christ remains 

and always will be the One to whom you are to look.  He is your only salvation.  Look elsewhere 

for assurance and certainty and you will miss it. Therefore, to His Word cling.  Listen to Him, 

and you will have all that He gives, and will see Him for who He is. 

 

Just before the account of the Transfiguration, Jesus asked a question of His disciples.  He said, 

Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am? (Matthew 16:13). So they said, "Some say 

John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to 

them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the 

Christ, the Son of the living God" (Matthew 16:14-16). 
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Peter’s answer was right on.  And from then on, the Gospel says, Jesus began to show to His 

disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief 

priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day (Matthew 16:21). 

 

It is this same Christ who is our Savior.  Jesus doesn’t conquer through power and might, but 

through obedience, suffering, and death.  It was not on the Mount of Transfiguration that Christ 

took away our sin.  It was on another Mount, Mount Calvary.  There, He crushed the serpent’s 

head and canceled out sin.  There, in His death, is life, for He rose again from the dead, death 

having no power over Him. 

 

Our Christ doesn’t leave you as orphans (John 14:18).  He comes to you, strengthening you by 

His Word. As He bore His load and suffering, so we continue bearing and suffering, not for our 

sake, but for His; that we look in our own crosses and the burdens and see His light, shining 

bright, in Transfigurational glory, and in Resurrectional glory. 

 

Peter was right in declaring Jesus to be the Christ, the Son of the Living God (Matthew 16:16).  

But the Jesus promised in the Old Testament and fulfiller of the New is He who would taste 

death for all of us and would slay sin by having His own blood shed. 

 

Only Jesus alone opens the eyes to this truth, that His glory was hidden in death, for Jesus 

Himself says when on His way to certain betrayal and death, Now the Son of Man is glorified, 

and God is glorified in Him (John 13:31).  It seems too earthly of a thing that God become one 

of us, not as a figure of Greek mythology, but as He is in truth, God in the flesh, not for Himself, 

but for us who are by nature dead in our sins.  But this is just the kind of God we have. 

 

The popular spirituality of the day which turns inward into self and takes us wherever our mind 

wants to go is easier to grasp than that which turns to that spirituality that is not self-derived, but 

directed by the Lord and His Word.  Here, the mind of man gives way to God’s revelation, to His 

Holy Word and there, in Christ, finds its dwelling place. 

 

The Christian faith is a revealed religion.  It is not made up by man and it is not a religion of how 

to get right with God.  Nor is it a religion that preaches positive thinking, self-help, or self-

improvement.  It is a religion with Jesus at the center:  Jesus receiving God’s justice and Jesus 

giving forgiveness.  Here, man does not get right with God.  Nor does man get a right 

relationship with God.  It is God who makes the move, taking from us what is inherently ours 

and giving us what we don’t deserve.  He takes our sin and death and gives us eternal life.   

 

God reconciled you and the world to Himself through His Son on Calvary’s cross (2 Corinthians 

5:19).  It is not you who do for God.  It is He who does for you.  On Christ depends your 

everything.  Take Him away, and you have nothing.  

 

On the cross, Jesus died for sinners, none excluded.  This was the fulfillment of the words 

spoken through the Law and the Prophets.  Representative of them were the Moses and Elijah on 

Transfigurations’ mount.  These were the same prophets from the Old Testament: Moses, the one 

who led the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt (Exodus 13); and Elijah, the one through 
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whom God also spoke, raising a dead woman’s son (1 Kings 17:17-24) and taken to heaven in a 

whirlwind (2 Kings 2:11). 

 

On the mountain called Sinai, God gave Moses the Ten Words (commandments), that the people 

of God live according to them.  On another mountain, mount Carmel, false prophets of the god 

Baal (god with a small g), were shown who the true God really is, and the people of Israel 

confessed, The Lord, He is God!  The Lord, He is God! (1 Kings 18:20-40). 

 

On yet another mountain, the mount of transfiguration, Moses and Elijah appeared, talking with 

Jesus.  In Him, their words of old find fulfillment.  Jesus Christ came, not to destroy the law and 

the prophets, but to fulfill them (Matthew 5:17). 

 

It is right to say that the Bible is all about Christ.  Though it appear like any other book, there, 

Christ is shown; not Christ against us, but Christ for us—for you.  Christ for you in birth, Christ 

for you in Baptism, Christ for you in transfiguration, Christ for you in suffering and death, and 

Christ for you in Resurrection and Ascension. 

 

Jesus still serves you today, humbly and lowly, even in Word and in Sacrament, that you not be 

afraid, but that you believe according to His Word.  But let not the means of God detract you.  

Hear His Word!  Listen to Him!  By His Word, you will know Christ working in the hidden and 

in the lowly and common, until He comes again, where every knee should bow, of those in 

heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:10-11).  

Amen. 

 

The peace of God that passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds through Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 

 


