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Epiphany 3, 2011A 

412 The People That In Darkness Sat 

*839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 

“Jesus is the Light” 

 
12
Now when [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 

13
And leaving 

Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
14
so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  

   15
“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee 

of the Gentiles— 
16
the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those 

dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.” 
17
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

      
18
While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 
19
And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
20
Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 
21
And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John 

his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 
22
Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

      
23
And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 

gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 
24
So his 

fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various 

diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. 
25
And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, 

and from beyond the Jordan. Matthew 4:12-25 

 

 “Jesus Christ is the Light of the World.”  “The Light no darkness can overcome” (Evening 

Prayer, Lutheran Service Book, p243, based on John 8:12; 1:5) 

 

These words which begin the liturgy for Evening Prayer apply here and now just as much as the 

words from St. Matthew’s Gospel now apply.  Isaiah the prophet, writing hundreds of years 

earlier by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, prophesied of the Light which was to come (Isaiah 9:1-

2).  That Light was Christ.  That Light is Christ.   

 

Jesus had left Nazareth to live in the city of Capernaum, which just touched the Sea of Galilee on 

the Northwest side.  And there, the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and 

for those dwelling in the region and shadows of death, on them a lights has dawned. 

 

There, in Capernaum, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, Jesus preached and taught and 

healed.  And there, where Jesus did these things, where Jesus does these things, the Light does 

shine, for Christ is the Light, the true Light, The true Light which gives light to every man 

coming into the world (John 1:9). 

 

Where Christ is, there are His gracious gifts of live and salvation given—in Word, and water, 

and bread and wine.  There you can be sure that the Light is brightly shining, casting away 

sorrow and despair and instead, giving hope and courage. 
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Even if that Light appear dim, or even hidden, it still shines.  This we know on account of God’s 

Holy Word.  His Word is true.  He is faithful to His promises.   

 

Though your eyes not see, your God works in real time through Jesus Christ, who has literally 

stepped into our world, taken all your despondency, all your worries, all your despair, and all 

your death and nailed them to the cross.  Though when Jesus was on the cross there was 

darkness, that darkness did not remain.  There was that Easter morn, when Christ rose 

victoriously from the grave.   

 

The light of Christ’s resurrection still shines forth and still shines brightly.  No darkness can 

overcome Christ, who Himself says, I am the light of the world (John 8:12).  There might be 

some who try, but even behind the clouds, the sun still shines, and shines ever the more brightly.  

Even if there be rain or snow, even if the day be full of fog and dreary, behind all that is the sun.  

So also in your days of dreariness or rain or snow, the S-O-N is still present.  He is still there 

keeping His Word, sustaining, preserving, and keeping a people for Himself through His Means 

of Grace, and giving confidence and joy in the blessed life and hope which is yours on account 

of His piercing through the darkness of your sin and overcoming it.   

 

Your life now has meaning.  No more same old same old day in day out mediocre meaningless 

life anymore, but one of anticipation, joy, and rejoicing.  The Light of Christ still shines, and 

shines upon you.  This is the day the Lord has made, the Psalmist says, We will rejoice and 

be glad in it (Psalm 118:24).  St. Paul writes, Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, 

rejoice! (Philippians 4:4).  And our Lord Jesus Himself says, In the world you will have 

tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world (John 16:33). 

 

Because Jesus has indeed overcome the world, done away with all that separates you from God, 

you have every reason not to fear God’s judgment and wrath.  And if you have no reason to fear 

God’s judgment and wrath, you have no reason to fear what comes your way in the world, even 

suffering or death.   

 

Set your mind on things above, St. Paul says, not on things on the earth. For you died, and 

your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you also 

will appear with Him in glory (Colossians 3:2-4). 

 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered 

Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall bring 

a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ 

who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 

makes intercession for us (Romans 8:31-34). 

 

The joy which you have in Christ no one can take away.  You have God’s promise of life and 

salvation through His Son.  God demonstrated His love for you and to you in Jesus, His only 

begotten Son, who poured out His blood for the forgiveness of all your sins.  Therefore, these 

things must be so, for God has declared them.  And Jesus has died, and is risen, that you have life 

in Him and that you live through Him. 
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Note here that you do nothing to have Christ come.  Nor do you do anything to keep Him coming 

(See Small Catechism, Lord’s Prayer: 1
st 
– 4

th
 Petitions and meanings; Creed: Explanation to 3

rd
 

Article).   

 

Even if few believe that Christ died on the cross to save them from their sins or that only in Jesus 

does one have peace with God, unbelief doesn’t change the fact that Jesus has come.  And so 

also, even if few believe that the light of Christ still shines today where His Word is preached 

rightly and in truth and where His Sacraments are given according to their institution, unbelief 

doesn’t change the fact that He does come where He promises to be.   

 

Even if few believe the truth, unbelief does not change what is true.  The truth that Jesus fulfilled 

Isaiah’s prophecy when He came to dwell in Capernaum, in a real place and in a real time in 

history, does not change if one disbelieves it.  We don’t add to, nor do we take away from, what 

is right and true.  We therefore either believe it or we do not.   

 

In like manner, we do not allow or permit God to do anything, as if we had the final word.  He 

does not walk with us or help us because we permit Him to.  He is God—the Creator.  We are 

human—His creation.  He is the One who acts.  We are only the recipients of what He deems to 

give.  Thus do we take Him at His Word, and so receive His good pleasure.  Such is faith.  It 

does not say to God, “Here’s how it is or here’s how it will be,” but “Your will be done.” 

 

All who would have things in their own hands and fight against God’s Word and will certainly 

do not have God’s good pleasure—only His wrath and judgment, for they reject God’s grace and 

favor and seek their own. 

 

Thus, to be done to by God, according to His Word, in the light of Christ—and only in the light 

of Christ—means nothing but blessing and good (i.e. Psalm 32:1-2; Romans 4:7-8). 

 

The text before us demonstrates this.  The people who sat in darkness and those who sat in the 

region and shadow of death did not all of a sudden decide to turn the light switch on and have 

Christ come to them.  They were done to. They saw a great light because that light came from 

outside of them, not from within them to do anything.  On them the Light had dawned. 

 

In the same way, Christ comes to you, not because you ask Him too, but because of who He is, 

because He is the compassionate Son of God who seeks to save sinners, who seeks to save you.  

It is not the world who first loved God.  It is God who first loved the world.   

 

The world still does not love God—nor His Son.  The world speaks against Him, denies Him, 

and persecutes His dear children.  The world refuses to hear the truth, but will hear everything 

else.   

 

But God still loves the world (John 3:16), not because of what the world does, but because of 

who He is, because God is the God of love, the God of love who does not turn a blind eye to sin 

or look the other way, but the God who sends His only Son to give Himself in sacrifice to save 

those who cannot save themselves.   
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It is not you who first loved God.  It is He who first loved you (1 John 4:19).  It is not you who 

first chose Him.  He, rather, first chose you.  By nature, we do not and cannot fear, love, and 

trust in God above all things.  Because of our sinful condition, we, of ourselves, cannot please 

God.  But the Good News is this, that God’s Son is the One who pleases His Father in 

everything.  And because Jesus is pleasing to the Father, through Him, you are pleasing to the 

Father.  

 

Jesus is the One who disperses your darkness.  No more is the fear of eternal death over your 

heads.  No more do you need to fear the darkness of death nor the shadows of your sin.  Christ, 

your Light, is come.  Christ, your Light, does come.  He comes feeding you with His Holy Word.   

 

Man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the 

mouth of the LORD (Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew/Luke 4:4).   

 

Jesus Christ is the bread, the true bread from heaven.  He is the Word, the Word made flesh who 

was with God in the beginning and who is Himself God (John 1:1ff).  You need not fear God 

because of your sin, your guilt, or your shame, for all of these were put on Christ and they no 

more can harm you.  Nor can they change how God is toward you, your dear heavenly Father, 

because through Jesus, God declares you holy and without sin. 

 

As Christ is the Light of the world, and the Light no darkness can overcome, as Christ is your 

Light, so it is by His Light that you walk.   

 

The Word of the Lord, says the Psalmist, Is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path (Psalm 

119:105).  Again, the Psalmist says, The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I 

fear.  The Lord is the strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid? (Psalm 27:1).  So also 

with the Psalmist do we too declare these things to be so. 

 

By God’s Word we do know the way.  By His Word and His Word alone we walk, not in 

darkness, but in the light, even the Light of Christ, for all Scriptures testify and bear witness to 

Jesus our Savior.  Therefore, so do we.  We confess our Lord Jesus.  We speak His Name. We 

speak the truth.  And we are not ashamed.  Amen.  


