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The Baptism of our Lord, 2011A 
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The Baptism of our Lord 

 
13
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 

14
John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
15
But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 

consented. 
16
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, 

the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

coming to rest on him; 
17
and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:13-17) 

 

JESUS CAME TO BE BAPTIZED BY JOHN 

 

The text before us is a text that shows us what kind of Savior we have in Christ Jesus.  It is also a 

text by which God Himself directs us to His Son—and only to His Son.  It is a most amazing text 

because Jesus, “the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of 

God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,” this same Jesus came to John 

the Baptist to be baptized by him in the Jordan river (Nicene Creed). 

 

This is a most strange, yet wonderful doing of our Lord.  It is most strange for no other reason 

than that John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins (Mark 1:4; 

Luke 3:3).  Indeed, John the Baptist preached by saying, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

near (Matthew 3:1). 

 

Those who came to John to be baptized by him were to be repentant, that is, they were to be 

sorry for their sins.  John’s preaching of repentance was a call to turn from unbelief to belief in 

the Lord and His word and promises.    

 

This is what is strange about Jesus coming to John the Baptist to be baptized by him—Jesus had 

nothing to repent of.  Jesus was without sin (Hebrews 4:15).  He had no need for forgiveness, for 

remission of sins, or for pardon.  He was complete, whole, and without blemish.  It was not Jesus 

who needed forgiveness.  It was John himself and all who came to him, truly, everyone else but 

Jesus. 

 

JOHN’S HESITATION 

 

For this reason we can understand John’s hesitation and why he said what he did when he said to 

Jesus, I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?  John knew and understood that 

Jesus was upright.  He recognized that Jesus was greater than he. 

 

Just before Jesus came to John to be baptized by him, John had said this of his own work and the 

Christ who was coming, I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is 
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coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 

clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the 

chaff with unquenchable fire (Matthew 3:11-12). 

 

John understood that his baptizing was a baptism of repentance, a baptism for sinners.  Jesus was 

not a sinner.  Therefore, Jesus needed no baptism. 

 

This was the dilemma for John.  Jesus coming to him to be baptized did not make sense.  This is 

that strange thing concerning the text—Jesus, a nonsinner, comes to John to be baptized by him 

who baptizes sinners. 

 

FITTING FOR US TO FULFILL ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 

As strange and incredible as Jesus coming to John to be baptized by him is, his coming to John to 

be baptized by him is also the wonderful and telling doing of our Lord.  Jesus came to John to be 

baptized by him, not because He, that is, Jesus, had any sin of His person or because of anything 

that He had done wrong, did do wrong, or would do wrong.   Jesus remained as sinless before 

His baptism as after His baptism.   

 

Rather, Jesus came to John to be baptized by him because by doing so, He identified Himself 

with sinners and as a sinner, really, not only “a” sinner, but “THE” sinner.  By undergoing a 

baptism of repentance for the remission of sins, Jesus identified Himself as THE ONE on whom 

all sin would rest—THE ONE on whom God’s judgment would rest—THE ONE who would 

stand in the place of a sinful people and be substitute THE for sinners, both in suffering their 

judgment for their sin and for fulfilling all righteousness by keeping God’s Law. 

 

Jesus would be the one, who with John, would fulfill all righteousness: John, by baptizing Jesus; 

and Jesus, by being baptized by John as a sinner, though He knew no sin, even as St. Paul 

testifies, He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

 

On the cross of Calvary, Jesus paid for your sins and mine.  By His being baptized, Jesus 

identified Himself as your substitute, even your righteousness, before God.  Jesus did not need to 

be baptized for Himself.  He had no sin for which to give answer.  However, for you was He 

baptized, that you not rest on your own doings for salvation, but on Him—and on Him alone—

that you rest your hope and confidence in Christ and none other. 

 

God the Father also testifies to this, for the voice from heaven declared, This is my beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased. 

 

If Jesus’ baptism had not pleased the Father, the Father would not have said what He had said.  

Nor would the Spirit have descended and rested upon Jesus.  But the events of that day give 

evidence to God’s approval of His Son, and the approval of His work—a sin bearer and Savior 

for all of mankind. 

 



 3 

JOHN PERMITTED JESUS TO BE BAPTIZED BY HIM 

 

John consented to baptizing Jesus.  He had not refused Him.  Nor had he resisted Jesus’ Word 

because he didn’t understand it.  He simply let the Word of the Lord take the lead.  He permitted 

to be what the Lord had spoken.  

 

This is no small thing.  It is the work of God that the sinner give in to God’s Word, believe it, 

and do it.  This is not the work of sinful man, but the grace of God to believe, even should one 

not know the reason for doing so—except that God say it. 

 

In this is your confidence—not because you see, not because you can estimate the results, not 

because you can understand, and not because you can determine what might be.  Your 

confidence is what God says.  Your certainty is the Lord’s Word.  Your trust is His promise. 

 

Such was the case for John.  At first, he tried to prevent Jesus from being baptized.  But at the 

Lord’s Word, he let it be.  Such do the Lord’s disciples do.  They let God’s Word be as it is—

God’s Word—without equivocation, without misrepresentation, without falsification, and 

without reinterpretation.  They permit God’s Word to speak as it is, and on that alone do they rest 

their case, believe, and do. 

 

THE HEAVEN’S OPENED—JESUS, THE SPIRIT (AS A DOVE), THE FATHER (VOICE)—THE HOLY 

TRINITY—THE WORDS OF THE FATHER--THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, WITH WHOM I AM WELL 

PLEASED 

 

And then what do we see?  John permits Jesus to be baptized.  Jesus is baptized by the baptizer.  

And the heavens are opened.  The Holy Spirit descends as a dove and rests upon Jesus.  There is 

a voice from the opened heaven.  And the voice of the Heavenly Father says, This is my beloved 

Son, with whom I am well pleased. 

 

What else can this mean but that Jesus is THE ONE with whom the Father is well pleased?  What 

else can this mean but that Jesus, the one who numbered Himself with the transgressors 

and…bore the sin of many, who later poured out His soul unto death, even the death of the 

cross (Isaiah 53:12; Philippians 2:8) is your Savior, Redeemer, and deliverer from sin, death, and 

hell? 

 

What else can these words of the Father about His Son mean than that in Jesus, you too, are well 

pleasing to the Father?  Christ, serving as your substitute, as the sinner of all sinners, means that 

all your sin is off you and on Him.  And if it is on Him, your sin is not on you.  And that sin 

Jesus crucified on the cross.  Therefore, that sin, your sin, is no more your judgement, for in 

Christ, that judgment is no more. 

 

He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And as it is appointed for men 

to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many 
(Hebrews 9:26-28), even your sins.   

 

He redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us (Galatians 3:13). 
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All this means that the Father’s words about His Son now also apply to you—because of Jesus.   

 

Because the Father is pleased with His beloved Son, and that Son fulfilled all righteousness and 

put to death your sins on the cross that they be no more, the Father is now pleased with you on 

account of Jesus.  No more trying to impress God or earn His favor.  Only believe Jesus, your 

Advocate (1 John 2:1) and Mediator (1 Timothy 2:4), and you have a gracious God. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Like John, permit this to be so.  Suffer the words of Jesus and the words of the Father.  Do not 

doubt, refuse, resist, or cast aside the words and works of Christ for you.  Rather take heart.  

Believe His promises.  Remember your Baptism, for as Paul says, 
3
Do you not know that all of 

us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4
We were buried 

therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 

dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life (Romans 6:3-4). 

 

Since both Jesus and the Father looked highly upon the baptism of Jesus, so also are you to look 

upon Christ’s baptism for you, and even your own baptism, for you were baptized in the Name 

of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  This is no Name to minimize—only to regard as 

High and mighty.  What He says is true, and what He does is for you.  Amen. 


