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nd
 Sunday in Advent, 2010A 

347 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 

*344 “On Jordan’s Bank the Bapist’s Cry” DDDD 

345 “Hark!  A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 

Comm: 346 “When All the World Was Cursed” 

 

The Preaching of Repentance 

 
1
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 

2
“Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
3
For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he 

said,  

     “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths 

straight.’” 
4
Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 

locusts and wild honey. 
5
Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were 

going out to him, 
6
and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

     7
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8
Bear fruit in keeping 

with repentance. 
9
And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ 

for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 
10
Even now the axe 

is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire. 
     11

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, 

whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
12
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat 

into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:1-12) 

 

THE PREACHING OF REPENTANCE 

 

John The Baptist Preached Repentance 

 

John the Baptist preached a message of repentance.  He called his hearers to turn from their sin 

and to hope in the One who was coming after him, the One whose sandals he was not worthy to 

carry.  John was that voice of one crying in the wilderness, written about in Isaiah, who cried out, 

“Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight” (Matthew 3:3 || Isaiah 40:3).  John was 

sent, sent by God to prepare the way of the Lord, for the Lord was indeed coming. 

 

The Apostles Preached Repentance 

 

The Apostles, too, preached a message of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  So Jesus, after 

His resurrection and before ascending into heaven, says to his disciples, Thus it is written, and 

thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day,  and 

that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24:46-47). 
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Jesus Preached Repentance 

 

Jesus Himself preached repentance.  In St. Matthew's Gospel, shortly after the account before us 

concerning the content of John’s message, and after John was put in prison by King Herod, Jesus 

Began to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17).   

 

Jesus preached what His Father in heaven had given Him to preach (John 14:24).  Not everyone 

appreciated His words, either because of what He said or even how He said them, but His words 

were true just the same. 

 

He spoke the truth concerning the human condition, concerning man’s corruption, even saying, 

Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 

witness, blasphemies.  These are the things which defile a man (Matthew 15:19-20a).   

 

Jesus was bold to say that  Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven (Matthew 7:21).   

 

Yes, Jesus spoke the truth, as did John the Baptist and the Old Testament prophets before him, as 

well as the Apostles after him, as we have recorded in the Gospels and in their Epistles.  They 

were carrying on the words spoken by the prophets, Jesus having fulfilled them—Jesus who 

came, just as He had said, Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did 

not come to destroy but to fulfill (Matthew 5:17).   

 

The Prophets of the Old Testament Preached Repentance 

 

The prophets of the Old Testament pointed to the One who was coming, Jesus the Christ, to save 

sinners from their sins.  Therefore they too, preached repentance, a turning from sin to the Lord, 

a turning to faith in Christ to come, who does indeed have mercy and compassion upon those 

who call upon Him in truth.   

 

Pastors Today Preach Repentance 

 

And like the Old Testament prophets, John the Baptist, Jesus, and the Apostles, like those who 

have gone before, the servants of our Lord still today preach that same message of repentance, 

that the hearers not die in their sin, but that they turn from their sinful ways and find in the Lord 

Jesus their comfort and their hope. 

 

THE RELEVANCY OF PREACHING REPENTANCE 

 

But pastor, is such a message of repentance still relevant today, even for us?  Isn’t it politically 

incorrect?  Do people really want to hear it?  Won’t more people attend if we talk about different 

things?  Can’t we move on from sin and grace to talking about more practical things, like “how 

to better our lives,” “how to improve our relationships,” “how to have less stressful holidays,” or 

“how to do better in school”?  
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Left to ourselves, we likely would make such changes and have such messages.  We would give 

messages that people would want to hear, messages that were politically correct, messages that 

did not offend.  But doing so would only dumb down the needed messages for the ears every 

people and for all generations—that Christ alone is Savior from sin and death.  Doing so would 

lead people to hell, not to heaven. 

 

The Christian Sermon 

 

The Christian sermon is not about how to improve your life, having better relationships, or how 

to feel good about yourself.  Christian sermons are to preach repentance, calling you to turn from 

your sin to Christ, who is now even reigning by His grace in Word and Sacrament, who forgives 

your sins, and who gives you peace with God and peace with one another through His cross.   

 

The things that you might want a sermon to say don’t compare at all to what our Lord would 

have you hear.  The things above far outweigh the things here below.  You are to hear of Christ 

and His Word and His Work, for only in these do you have eternal life.  Happier days here don’t 

translate to life everlasting—only Christ is your confidence, not only today, but everyday and 

always. 

 

LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

 

Living the Christian life, living as a child of God, is not about repenting just one day of your life 

and that’s it.  Living as a Christian is living daily in repentance, daily turning away from sin, and 

daily trusting in Jesus for salvation.   

 

The Christian life is remembering your Baptism, that is, “By daily contrition and repentance the 

Old Adam, our sinful nature, should be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and a new 

man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever” as it is 

written,  We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life (Romans 6:4) (Holy Baptism, 4
th
 Part, Small Catechism) 

 

The life of repentance—this is the life of the Christian—turning from sin to Christ; forsaking that 

which God forbids and clinging to God’s promises in Jesus; saying no to sin and saying yes to 

Jesus. 

 

In this life you will never be totally rid of your sinful heart.  Therefore, you will never be totally 

free from your sin until your last breath.  You will continue to struggle, both stumbling and 

falling down throughout your days.  But know this—the Christ whom John the Baptist preached 

has come, and He is coming again.  Therefore, repent, for the reign of God is near.  The reign of 

God is among you.  To you does it extend.  It is grace.  Therefore hear, believe, and take it, take 

drink, for the forgiveness of sins.  Amen. 

 

--- 
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“This is repentance, if I believe God’s Word, which reveals to me and accuses me of being a 

sinner and condemned before God, and am terrified with all my heart because I have even been 

disobedient to my God, have not rightly looked upon and considered His commandments, much 

less kept the greatest or the least, and yet do not despair, but let myself be directed to Jesus, to 

seek mercy and help with Him, and also firmly believe I shall find it.  For He is the Lamb of 

God, destined from eternity for this purpose that He shall bear the sins of the whole world and 

pay for them by His death (Luther, quoted in Paul E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the 

Bible, New Testament, Vol I (St. Louis: CPH, 1921), 13 

 

 

SA, Part III, art. III. REPENTANCE 

 
1
 This function of the law (to make original sin manifest and show man to what utter depths his 

nature has fallen and how corrupt it has become) is retained and taught by the New Testament. 

So Paul says in Rom. 1:18, “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and wickedness of men.” and in Rom. 3:19, 20, “The whole world may be held accountable to 

God, for no human being will be justified in his sight.” Christ also says in John 16:8, “The Holy 

Spirit will convince the world of sin.” 
2
 This, then, is the thunderbolt by means of which God with one blow destroys both open 

sinners and false saints. He allows no one to justify himself. He drives all together into terror and 

despair. This is the hammer of which Jeremiah speaks, “Is not my word like a hammer which 

breaks the rock in pieces?” (Jer. 23:29). This is not activa contritio (artificial remorse), but 

passiva contritio (true sorrow of the heart, suffering, and pain of death). 
(tr-481)

 
3
 This is what the beginning of true repentance is like. Here man must hear such a 

judgment as this: “You are all of no account. Whether you are manifest sinners or saints,
2
 you 

must all become other than you now are and do otherwise than you now do, no matter who you 

are and no matter how great, wise, mighty, and holy you may think yourselves. Here no one is 

godly,” etc. 
4
 To this office of the law the New Testament immediately adds the consoling promise of 

grace in the Gospel. This is to be believed, as Christ says in Mark 1:15, “Repent and believe in 

the Gospel,” which is to say, “Become different, do otherwise, and believe my promise.” 
5
 John, 

who preceded Christ, is called a preacher of repentance — but for the remission of sins. That is, 

John was to accuse them all and convince them that they were sinners in order that they might 

know how they stood before God and recognize themselves as lost men. In this way they were to 

be prepared to receive grace from the Lord and to expect and accept from him the forgiveness of 

sins. 
6
 Christ himself says this in Luke 24:47, “Repentance and the forgiveness of sins should be 

preached in his name to all nations.” 
7
 But where the law exercises its office alone, without the addition of the Gospel, there is 

only death and hell, and man must despair like Saul and Judas.
3
 
8
 As St. Paul says,

4
 the law slays 

through sin. Moreover, the Gospel offers consolation and forgiveness in more ways than one, for 

with God there is plenteous redemption (as Ps. 130:7 puts it) from the dreadful captivity to sin, 

and this comes to us through the Word, the sacraments, and the like, as we shall hear. 
 


