
Distinctions among Christian Denominations 
 

 
Leading Questions 

 

• What are some similarities among Christian denominations?  In practice? (i.e. How do they 

worship?) In doctrine? (i.e. What do they teach?) 

• What are some distinctions among Christian denominations? In practice? (i.e. Do all 

churches use vestments in the church service?) In doctrine? (i.e. What do they teach 

concerning baptism and the Lord’s Supper?) 

 

 

Note:  Practice has to do with how one worships and lives the Christian life. 

      Doctrine has to do with what one teaches and believes. 

 

 

Practice flows from Doctrine, not Doctrine from practice.  One will do as they believe (if 

they are consistent) and believe as they do (again, if they are consistent) 

 

 

Questions About Practice 

 

• How does the practice of a Christian denomination ‘define who they are’ (or categorize 

them)?  What are the general similarities of the denominations in terms of how they worship, 

how they live,  etc.?  Of Catholics? Of Methodists? Of Baptists? Of Non-denominationals? 

Of Lutherans? Of Evangelicals/Protestants? Of Others? 

• Is a particular kind of practice commanded in Scripture? (i.e. All congregations must have 

altars in their sanctuaries (house of worship))   

• What is commanded in Scripture and what is not concerning how one is to worship? (see 

Psalm 51:17; John 4:20-25; Romans 14; Colossians 2:16-23) 

• Does worship God only have to do with what we do on Sunday in the assembly? (see 

Matthew 22:36-40; Explanation to the 3
rd
 Commandment in Luther’s Small Catechism) 

 

 

 

Questions About Doctrine 

 

 

• How might what a Christian does (in practice) indicate what is believed (according to 

doctrine)? (i.e. saying, “I believe what the Bible says,” but not confessing what is believed as 

in the Apostles’ Creed) 

• Which is more important, ‘deeds’ (practice) or ‘creeds’ (doctrine)? (see James 2:14-26 for 

the first and 2 John 1:9; John 14:23-24) 

• From where does forgiveness of sins come, and eternal life, and salvation?  From practice 

(what we do) or from doctrine (Christ)? (Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 3:20-26; John 3:36) 


