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Reformation Day, 2010C
656 “A Might Fortress is our God”; (Gloria) 948 “All Glory Be To God Alone”; *556 “Dear Christians One and All
Rejoice” (Parts); Sanctus 161; Pax Domini 217; Comm: 555 “Salvation Unto Us Has Come”; (Post-Communion
Hymn) 937 “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace”; 578 “Thy Strong Word”

Sermon

19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by
works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.

21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the
Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was
to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.
26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of
the one who has faith in Jesus.

27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works
of the law. (Romans 3:19–28)

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther placed his 95 Theses on the castle church door in
Wittenberg.  Luther had no idea that these theses would bring about such a great commotion in
the church of his day.  He simply responded to the discrepancies he saw between the church and
Scripture itself.  He responded out of a great struggle which he himself fought tooth and nail to
remedy, but found that he himself could not.  Luther’s struggle for a clear conscience before God
could not be remedied by what the church taught.  In the Augustinian monastery in which he
served as a monk, he saw his sin ever before him.  He was guilty before a just and holy God.  He
was not able to take comfort in fasting, confession, bodily discipline, or anything he did.  The
phrase in which he struggled with was from For in it (that in the Gospel) a righteousness of
God is revealed from faith to faith( just as it is written( ‘the just/righteous one will live by
faith’ (Romans 1:17; Hab 2:4).

That phrase, righteousness/justice of God, which appears in the book of Romans brought Luther
to his knees in fear, for in it, he only saw an angry God, one who condemns sin, not one who
loves sinners.  Listen to what Luther himself writes concerning his study of the book of Romans:

I greatly longed to understand Paul’s Epistle to the Romans and nothing stood in the way
but that one expression, “the justice of God,” because I took it to mean that justice
whereby God is just and deals justly in punishing the unjust.  My situation was that,
although an impeccable monk, I stood before God as a sinner troubled in conscience, and I
had no confidence that my merit would assuage him.  Therefore I did not love a just and
angry God, but rather hated and murmured against him.  Yet I clung to the dear Paul and
had a great yearning to know what he meant.
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Night and day I pondered until I saw the connection between the justice of God and the
statement that “the just shall live by his faith.”  Then I grasped that the justice of God is
that righteousness by which through grace and sheer mercy God justifies us through faith.
Thereupon I felt myself to be reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise.
The whole of Scripture took on a new meaning, and whereas before the “justice of God”
had filled me with hate, now it became to me inexpressibly sweet in greater love.  This
passage of Paul became to me a gate to heaven…

If you have a true faith that Christ is your Saviour, then at once you have a gracious God,
for faith leads you in and opens up God’s heart and will, that you should see pure grace
and overflowing love.  This it is to behold God in faith that you should look upon his
fatherly, friendly heart, in  which there is no anger nor ungraciousness.  He who sees God
as angry does not see him rightly but looks only on a curtain, as if a dark cloud had been
drawn across his face.[Bainton, Roland.  (1950).  Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther.
Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press p49-50]

Luther’s struggle and God’s revelation that God justifies through faith, and not by means of the
law meant that a great burden had lifted from him.  That God, in Jesus Christ, carried our
unrighteousness to the cross now means that through faith in His Son, God declares you to be
righteous, apart from the Law.

Today’s text from Romans 3 testifies to this truth, 21But now the righteousness of God has
been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to
it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there
is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus…

Your burden of trying to earn God’s favor by what you do has been lifted.  Through faith in
Christ, you have God’s favor despite what you do.  This doesn’t mean license to sin; but it does
mean that you have God’s favor, not because of what you do or don’t do, but only because of
what Christ has done in your stead—for you—in life and in death.

You are justified or declared righteous, holy, and just in God’s eyes on account of Christ’s
righteousness, which you is yours through faith, and faith alone.  Thus, one of the SOLAS of the
Reformation, SOLA FIDE.

This righteousness is freely given only by God’s grace, another SOLA, SOLA GRATIA.

These two solas we learn of from Scripture, and Scripture alone, another SOLA, SOLA
SCRIPTURA.

Your works don’t get you anywhere with God.  It is through faith that you are justified.  This
means that nothing you do gets you right with God.  NOTHING!  Only Christ gets you s right
with God!  This means that you are free from the curse of the law, for God cursed Christ in our
place.
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Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is
written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree") (Galatians 3:13).

In Christ, you have no need to fear the law.  The law can no longer condemn you who trust in
Jesus for salvation:

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do in
that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of
the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit (Romans 8:1-4).

St. Paul the apostle also wrote:

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did
not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things? Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who
justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen,
who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us (Romans 8:31-34).

In Christ, you are free to serve, even as Christ has served you. You are free to love others as
God has freely loved you in Christ. You are free to give, even as God gave His one and only
Son to free you from your sin.  And God gives you Christ, freely--you simply receive, as God so
invitingly gives.

God brought this life-changing, transforming, reforming message back to the church through his
servant Martin Luther. Therefore, on this day, we thank God for His faithful servants; we thank
God for continually blessing his church with faithful servants of the Word, and we thank God for
His Son, Jesus, through whom and by whom we are declared righteous, just, and holy in God’s
eyes.

Jesus and His Gospel were really the focal point and the reason for the Reformation in Luther’s
day.  Such can be said also about our day, too.

Thus can and do we confess with those that went before us these words:

9 Concerning the righteousness of faith before God we believe, teach, and confess
unanimously, in accord with the summary formulation of our Christian faith and
confession described above,8 that a poor sinner is justified before God (that is, he is
absolved and declared utterly free from all his sins, and from the verdict of well deserved
damnation, and is adopted as a child of God and an heir of eternal life) without any merit
or worthiness on our part, and without any preceding, present, or subsequent works, by
sheer grace, solely through the merit of the total obedience, the bitter passion, the death,
and the resurrection of Christ, our Lord, whose obedience is reckoned to us as
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righteousness. 10 The Holy Spirit offers these treasures to us in the promise of the Gospel,
and faith is the only means whereby we can apprehend, accept, apply them to ourselves,
and make them our own. 11 Faith is a gift of God whereby we rightly learn to know Christ
as our redeemer in the Word of the Gospel and to trust in him, that solely for the sake of
his obedience we have forgiveness of sins by grace, are accounted righteous and holy by
God the Father, and are saved forever. 12 Thus the following statements of St. Paul are to
be considered and taken as synonymous: “We are justified by faith” (Rom. 3:28), or “faith
is reckoned to us as righteousness” (Rom. 4:5), or when he says that we are justified by the
obedience of Christ, our only mediator, or that “one man’s act of righteousness leads to
acquittal and life for all men” (Rom. 5:18).9 13 For faith does not justify because it is so
good a work and so God-pleasing a virtue, but because it lays hold on and accepts the
merit of Christ in the promise of the holy Gospel. This merit has to be applied to us and to
be made our own through faith if we are to be justified thereby. 14 Therefore the
righteousness which by grace is reckoned to faith or to the believers is the obedience, the
passion, and the resurrection of Christ when he satisfied the law for us and paid for our sin.
15 Since Christ is not only man, but God and man in one undivided person, he was as little
under the law — since he is the Lord of the law — as he was obligated to suffer and die for
his person.1 Therefore his obedience consists not only in his suffering and dying, but also
in his spontaneous subjection to the law in our stead and his keeping of the law in so
perfect a fashion that, reckoning it to us as righteousness, God forgives us our sins,
accounts us holy and righteous, and saves us forever on account of this entire obedience
which, by doing and suffering, in life and in death, Christ (tr-921) rendered for us to his
heavenly Father. 16 This righteousness is offered to us by the Holy Spirit through the
Gospel and in the sacraments, and is applied, appropriated, and accepted by faith, so that
thus believers have reconciliation with God, forgiveness of sins, the grace of God,
adoption, and the inheritance of eternal life. (Formula, ¶9-16)…Amen.


