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Sunday Divine Service, 9am
Sunday School & Bible Class, 10:30am

October 31...

What comes to mind when you think of
October 31?  Halloween?  Pumpkins? Costumes?
Trick or treating? Scary   movies?  This is what
many might think about concerning the date of
October 31.

However, the word ‘Halloween’ is short for “All
Hallows Eve” the eve of All Saints’ Day, which
is November 1 (Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate
Dictionary).   Many of the various traditions
practiced on the eve of October 31 are adapted
from nonChristian (pagan) practices.

November 1
All Saints’ Day

All Saints’ Day is still celebrated in the
Christian church, though not always observed on
November 1.  It is a day when Christians
remember the saints who had died, giving thanks
to God for their life and rejoicing in the gift of
faith God had given them.

The word “saint” here does not refer to one who
has died and has been canonized in the Roman
Catholic church.  Rather, here it is used in its
Biblical meaning, literally, “a holy one” (See 1

She seeks to be faithful to the Lord according to
His Word in doctrine and life.

She holds firmly to Grace Alone—Faith Alone—
Scripture Alone—and Christ Alone.

She has no other hope and confidence than  Jesus
Christ, God’s Son.  And because of Him, she
holds firmly to Holy Scripture.

Do you attend such a church?

“... the Holy Scriptures...are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:15-17).
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Corinthians 1:2).

A “saint” is a child of God, and refers to all who
have died having faith in Jesus Christ and all who
still live in this world by faith in Jesus Christ
(Galatians 3:26).

On All Saints’ Day, the Christian church
remembers those who have gone before her, and
seeks strength from the Lord God that she remain
faithful and continue to “grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and savior Jesus
Christ” (2 Peter 3:18) [See also Hebrews 11-12].

The saints who have died are members of the
Church    Triumphant.  They are now at rest from
their labors (Revelation 4:13).  But the saints
remaining here on earth are members of the
Church Militant.  They continue to struggle,
bearing their burdens as God’s people, and wait
on the Lord.  They do not take up the sword or
use force in their struggle, but use the Word of
God, and await Jesus’ return in glory (Colossians
3:4).

October 31, 1517
Martin Luther & The Reformation

It was on October 31 of 1517, the eve of All
Saints’ Day, that Martin Luther, a monk of the
Augustinian order of the then Catholic church,
nailed 95 Theses (statements) on the church
castle door in Wittenberg, Germany.  Luther’s
purpose for doing this was not to begin a new
church.  He posted the 95 theses for the purpose

of debate among the academics and theologians.
He had concerns about the teachings and
practices of the church, that they were not true to
the Bible.

As a result of the 95 theses posted by Luther, a
firestorm ensued.  The Catholic church later
excommunicated Luther as a heretic.  All the
while, Luther proclaimed the truth of God’s
Word, that the sinner is saved “by grace, through
faith in Jesus Christ alone,” and this is exactly
what the Bible teaches (i.e. Romans 3:19-26;
Galatians 2:16; 3:11; Ephesians 2:8-9).

Grace is God’s unearned favor and mercy
(Romans 3:28).  We do nothing for it.  It’s gift
(Ephesians 2:8-9).

Faith is the gift of God through which one
believes God’s promises.  It comes by hearing the
Word of God (Romans 10:17).

Scripture, the Holy Bible, IS the very Word of
God, through which God makes known to you
peace with God through His only begotten Son,
who “rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures” (John 3:16, 14:6; Romans 5:1ff).

Christ is none other than Jesus, “true God and
true man,” through whom alone God forgives
sins and gives eternal life (John 3:15; Ephesians
1:7).

The Result of the
Reformation

Following the Reformation, other Christian
groups formed.  Many blame Luther and the
Reformation for such divisions among
Christians, so many of which we see today.  In
truth, however, the divisions are mostly the result
of teachings (doctrines) that are not in agreement
with the Bible.

It is upon God’s Word, the Bible, that Luther and
those who followed him took their stand.  And it
is upon that same Word which churches of the
Reformation today continue to take their stand.

They “preach Christ and Him crucified” for the
forgiveness of sins (1 Corinthians 1:23).

They preach that it is by God’s grace alone—
through faith alone—in Christ alone—that one is
saved from hell and has the hope of eternal life.
The Bible alone is their norm and source of all
doctrine.  She places her confidence and trust, not
in man, not in pope, not in church, but in Jesus,
made known to us in the Bible.

Today

There is such a church today that stands upon
the Word of God, proclaiming Christ crucified
for the forgiveness of sins.  She unashamedly
speaks the truth of sin and God’s grace.

She confesses that the Bible Is God’s Word.

She rejoices in the gifts of God given through the
water and Word of Holy Baptism.

She gladly receives the body and the blood of
Christ in the Lord’s Supper—for the forgiveness
of sins.
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