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Pentecost 17, 2010C 

704 “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” 

*782 “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings” DDDD 

851 “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” 

Comm: 730 “What is the World to Me” 

 

 

“Faithful Stewardship” 

 
1
[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges 

were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 
2
And he called him and 

said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, 

for you can no longer be manager.’ 
3
And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, 

since my master is taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, 

and I am ashamed to beg. 
4
I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from 

management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 
5
So, summoning his master’s 

debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 
6
He said, ‘A 

hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write 

fifty.’ 
7
Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred 

measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 
8
The master 

commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are 

more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 
9
And I tell you, 

make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they 

may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 

      
10
“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is 

dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 
11
If then you have not been faithful in 

the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 
12
And if you have not 

been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 
13
No 

servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” 

      
14
The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed 

him. 
15
And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God 

knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of 

God.” (Luke 16:1–15) 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

Usually when we hear the word stewardship, we think of money.  And often times, when 

the church speaks about stewardship, the first thing that might come to mind for at least 

some people might be how I don’t give enough.  “Here we go again.   All the church talks 

about is money,” some say. 

 

But stewardship, properly understood, is not just about money.  Nor is money the primary 

matter.  Christian stewardship, rightly understood, does concern money.  But Christian 

stewardship concerns so much more.  It concerns the use of your time, the use of your 

talents and abilities, even all of you.   
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Christian stewardship, really, has to do with managing everything and all that God has 

given you.  It has to do with how you use what you’ve been given.  And what you’ve 

been given—is everything.  Nothing that you have is of/from yourself.  It’s gift.  This 

includes the food that you eat, the clothes that you wear, the country you live in, your 

parents, your children, your spouse—everything—your mind, your hands, your feet—

everything. 

 

The gifts that you’ve been given are not only the temporal gifts just mentioned, but also 

the eternal gifts of peace with God through Christ’s death on the cross, the forgiveness of 

sins, God’s mercy, the Holy Scriptures, Holy Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, all that God 

gives to you and has instituted for your spiritual well-being and sure confidence in God’s 

Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

These, too, are gifts freely given you by God for the sake of your salvation, not to be 

misused and abused, but to be used rightly and according to God’s Word, His will.  Thus 

are you to hear the Word, to be in it, to know it, and to live it. 

 

But when we hear that word stewardship, and as we consider it in light of both the 

temporal earthly gifts that we’ve been given, as well as in light of the eternal gifts even of 

Word and Sacrament which God delivers now to us, one can’t help but squirm a bit.  We 

fall short, way short—even taking for granted what is not ours to begin with—even the 

very Gospel itself. 

 

That word stewardship has a means of putting us in our place, because—truth be told—

faithful stewards we are not.  Our attention is drawn more to the concerns for the things 

of this life than for the things of the life which is to come.   

 

And yet, that word stewardship, rightly understood, carries with it true joy and real 

reason for thanksgiving and godly living, for it speaks of what God—in His love for us 

sinners—has done in Christ—for in Christ Jesus, God gives you new life, life with 

everlasting meaning and a joyous destination.   

 

God gives you Jesus, and in Him, you are a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 

6:15)—no longer a slave to sin (Galatians 4:7), but a holy child of God.  And as His 

beloved child, then, baptized into His Name, you so live—by faith—trying to do better—

trying to please God—confident, not in your works, but confident in Jesus and His word 

and His work. 

 

TODAY’S PARABLE 

 

In today’s parable, the Lord would encourage you to all the more press on, that you forget 

those things which are behind and reach forward to those things which are ahead 

and press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus 

(Philippians 3:12-14).   
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The words of our Lord in today’s Gospel reading are truly admonishment, but by them 

does our Lord seek to move His disciples from self-centeredness to live for Him and 

others.  That word “manager” used in today’s text also means steward, for a steward 

manages goods not his own. 

 

SOME CHALLENGES OF THE TEXT 

 

First, I want to say that the Gospel reading before us is a little more challenging than 

some of the other readings we encounter.  A number of commentators say as much.   

 

For example, one has said, “The parable of the Unjust Manager has often produced 

nothing short of consternation among Bible readers and interpreters.”
1
   

 

Kenneth Bailey, author of a book entitled, Poet & Peasant, had noted that “Many 

commentators affirm that this parable is the most difficult of all the synoptic parables.”
2
 

 

Martin H. Scharlemann, who wrote, Proclaiming the Parables, wrote that “Many have 

been offended by the story.”
3
 

 

And a biblical educator by the name of (C. C.) Torrey had even written, “This passage 

[Luke 16:8f.] brings before us a new Jesus, one who seems inclined to compromise with 

evil.  He approves a program of canny self-interest, recommending to his disciples a 

standard of life which is generally recognized as inferior: ‘I say to you, gain friends by 

means of money.’  This is not the worst of it; he bases the teaching on the story of a 

shrewd scoundrel who feather his own nest at the expense of the man who had trusted 

him; and then appears to say to his disciples, ‘Let this be your model!’”
4
  

 

Now…Torrey is of course wrong in saying that Luke 16 “brings before us a new Jesus,” 

that Jesus recommends an “inferior standard of life,” and Jesus bases these teachings on 

the story of the “shrewd scoundrel.”   

 

But why is Torrey wrong?  This parable, if quickly read over, does seem to suggest 

mimicking the pursuits of self-preservation by the manager in our parable.   

 

SUMMARY OF THE PARABLE 

 

Briefly, the manager, the steward, had been accused of wasting his master’s possessions, 

and he was going to lose his job.  But before he did, he went out to collect some of the 

money owed to his master, so that the debtors would accept him after he had lost his job.  

In this way, the manager, though losing his job, would have a cushion—another means of 

providing for himself.   

                                                 
1
 Martin H. Scharlemann, Proclaiming the Parables (St. Louis: CPH,  1963), 81.  
2
 Kenneth Ewing Bailey, Poet & Peasant: a Literary Cultural Approach to the Parables in Luke (Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1976), 86. 
3
 Scharlemann, 81, “To many (this parable) has been a real crux interpretum et praedicantium.” 
4
 Bailey, 86. 
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And the manager was commended for this by his master.  The master commended the 

unjust steward for his shrewdness, his cunning, his quick thinking, and wisdom in the 

ways of the world. 

 

Regrettably, many stop after these words in the text.  And, if they go on, they completely 

get wrong what Jesus says next, Make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous 

wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 

 

Jesus is NOT saying that we ought to “go about ‘cheating’” others.
5
 Nor is He saying that 

we ought to be like the unrighteous and the sinners in what they do. 

 

In essence, Jesus is saying that we, as children of light are to be wise in our working 

with others.  We are to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves, He says in another 

place (Matthew 10:16).   

 

“LEARNING FROM OTHERS” 

 

There is much that we can learn from the nonChristian as we live as God’s people.  

Saying this need not worry us or cause us anxiety, or move us to spread rumors, “Did you 

hear what Pastor said?” Jesus Himself uses the terms sons of this world and sons of 

light.  So also, as sons of light, as children of God, we too can learn from those who are 

of this world, who have no faith, to live the more earnestly for God and with love towards 

one another. 

 

In the parable, Jesus made a comparison, and by it, was encouraging his disciples to learn 

from others.  The Lord would encourage you, too., to do the same.
 6
 

   

Take a look around and see how busy everyone is doing their own thing.   

 

Consider how politicians are so active trying to get their name out there.   

 

Look at all the advertisements with attractive models and revealing clothing.  Hear how 

many curse and swear without a moments hesitation.   

 

Look at how drawn the fans are to the Packers and the Badgers.   

                                                 
5
Scharlemann, 82: “Luther remarked: ‘Let us not fall into the error of imagining that everything in the story 

is significant.  If we did, we would be encouraged to go about ‘cheating our masters,’ as the steward did.  

No, the point to fasten on is ‘the cleverness of the steward who saw his own advantage and so well 

and wisely achieved it.’” 
6
 Eugene F.A. Klug (ed), Sermons of Martin Luther: The House Postils, Vol 2, “Ninth Sunday after Trinity, 

First Sermon, Luke 16:1-9” (Grand Rapids: Baker Books), 354: “We ought to learn from this that just as a 

greedy person goes after money and a worldling after his livelihood, so we ought zealously apply ourselves 

to things eternal.  But where is the Christian who does that?  Where is the Christian who jealously walks a 

quarter mile to church in order to hear the Word of God, as a merchant travels far and wide in order to 

become wealthy?  Where is the Christian who, for the sake of Christ, is prepared to encounter peril and to 

suffer, as a trader ventures into all kinds of perils and dangers for temporal gain?  Where do you find the 

person who finds joy in helping a poor, needy fellowman to the best of his ability, as a wealthy 

moneylender rejoices when he cuts a good deal in profitable investments?” 
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How busy is a day in life?  How many activities are kids involved with at school, with 

this and that and everything else?  How busy are parents driving to and fro and going 

here and there? 

 

How hardworking is the salesman to make a sale, or the farmer to keep up!  How much is 

spent on hunting gear and big kids toys…so much that there’s little left for other things?   

 

Our nations debt is growing larger and larger.  Credit cards are maxed out.  Impulse is the 

name of the game. 

 

All of these examples we can learn from.  As God’s people, we have a different 

perspective than those who are not.   

 

As Christians, believers in Christ, you have God’s Word and promise.  You have 

forgiveness and peace.  You have life and salvation.  Therefore, so live as if you have 

these very things—for you do—in Christ. 

 

What do you have that you have not been given?  Since you have eternal life promised 

you for the sake of Christ, then live as you have it.  Stop looking for comfort and peace 

with the things of this life and look to Christ.   

 

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 

is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on 

the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ 

who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory (Colossians 3:1-

4). 

 

See those who labor and are hard at work for the things of the here and now—how they 

sweat and put in the extra effort—you do the same for the things that will last into 

eternity.  Labor to serve others in their needs.  Put in the extra effort of encouraging those 

around you.  Speak the Word of God to one another.  Bear each other’s burdens 

(Galatians 6:2). 

 

Be liberal in your love toward others, for God, in Christ, first loved you. 

 

In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only 

begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that 

we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 

sins (1 John 4:9-10).  

 

Be busy in the Word of God.  Hear it often.  Believe it firmly, for Jesus toiled and labored 

for your salvation. 

 

Don’t just thing that Sunday School is for kids.  Studying Holy Scripture with others after 

church when offered is also for moms and dads and for all adults—not to be neglected. 
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Partake of the Lord’s Supper often and frequently, for how much more important is this 

medicine of eternal life than those things which are here today and gone tomorrow?  And 

how much more good does God give in His Word and the Sacrament of the Altar than 

those few extra moments of sleep or whatever other things one might do on a Sunday 

morning? 

 

Draw near to God (James 4:8), St. James writes.  As the fans draw near the games, so 

should the Christian all the more draw near to hear God’s Word and pay attention to what 

He says more than the stats of favorite teams and players.  How much more profitable it 

is to delight in God’s forgiveness and know His Word than to know who the most 

valuable player is! 

 

As slick as those advertisements are, so should the church boast about her Lord, and 

proudly wear that robe of righteousness and purity, speaking the truth in love, because 

that’s who she is in the Lord, adorned with good works and speaking words seasoned 

with salt.   

 

There is much that we can learn from nonChristians.  Look at the zeal of the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses and Mormons, going door to door to spread their false teaching.  Where is the 

zeal of the Christian for the Lord, being certain and sure of one’s doctrine, studying it 

diligently, and boldness in the face of persecution?   

 

Look at the Lodges and unchristian and secular organizations and how active they are in 

serving the community.  How much more ought Christians to serve others, for Christ has 

served us and serves us still with His very Word and Sacrament, and gives us everything 

we need that we use His gifts according to His will and so be saved? 

 

When Jesus draws our attention in today’s text to the shrewd manager, He draws our 

attention to the Christian faith and life.  The Christian already has everything needed in 

this life and for eternity.  God will provide.  Christ shed His blood.  You stand forgiven.  

You are child of the Most High God.  You have been baptized.  You receive Christ’s 

body and blood.   

 

So live as you have these very life-giving gifts, for God has given them to you—in 

Christ.  Amen. 
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Quote from Cyprian of Carthage 

 

 

“Vices and carnal sins must be trampled down, beloved brothers, and the corrupting 

plague of the earthly body must be trodden underfoot with spiritual vigor, lest, while we 

are turned back again to the conversation of the old man, we become entangled in deadly 

snares, even as the apostle, with foresight and wholesomeness, forewarned us and said: 

‘So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.  For if 

you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 

of the body, you will live.  For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God’ 

[Romans 8:12-14].  If we are the sons of God; if we are already beginning to be His 

temples; if, having received the Holy Spirit, we are living holy and spiritually; if we have 

raised our eyes from earth to heaven; if we have lifted our hearts, filled with God and 

Christ, to things above and divine, let us do nothing but what is worthy of God an Christ 

even as the apostle arouses and exhorts us, saying: ‘If then you have been raised with 

Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.  For you have 

died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ who is your life appears, 

then you also will appear with him in glory’ [Colossians 3:1-4].  Let us, then, who in 

Baptism have both died and been buried in respect to the carnal sins of the old man, who 

have risen again with Christ in the heavenly regeneration, both think upon and do the 

things that are Christ’s.—Cyprian of Carthage (ca. AD 200-258) [Kinnaman, Scot A. 

(ed.) Treasury of Daily Prayer (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2008), Writing 

for Sept 16 by from Cyprian of Carthage, 727-728.] 


