
Ask the Pastor: Prayer 

 

 

Question 

I’ve been praying for something for quite some time now, but it doesn’t seem that God 

hears me.  How do I know when to stop praying? 

 

 

Answer 

God knows ours needs, even before we ask Him.  He also knows our wants and desires, 

too.  When it comes to prayer, we know that God hears what ever we ask of Him, for so 

He promises to hear those who believe in Him (1 John 3:22; 5:15).  Though He knows our 
minds and our hearts, He would have us ask of Him “as dear children ask their dear father” 

(Meaning to the Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer, Luther’s Small Catechism).   

 

Indeed, God commands us to pray.  Through St. Paul, God says, “Pray without ceasing” (1 

Thessalonians 5:17).  He also says, “Call upon me in the day of trouble”, “Ask,” and “Seek” 

(Psalm 50:15; Matthew 7:7-8 // Luke 11:9-10).  Prayer is not an option.  God commands us to 

pray and this should be enough reason to pray.  In Philippians, He says, “Be anxious for nothing, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 

known to God” (Philippians 4:6).   Immediately following, our Lord adds this promise, “and the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7).   

 

The Lord even gives exactly what we are to pray for.  When the disciples asked Him to teach 

them how to pray, Jesus gave the ‘Lord’s Prayer’, the ‘Our Father’ (Matthew 6:9-13 // Luke 

11:1-4)  In this prayer alone we pray for all that God would have us pray for.  They are His 

words.  As we pray them in faith, believing that the Lord will answer, we rest assured that God is 

pleased with this prayer, for He Himself has given it. 

 

As for the duration of our prayer, God commands that we continue praying.  He will answer in 

His own time and according to His own will.  For this reason, we pray, ‘Thy will be done.’  Into 

His hands we commend ourselves.  Therefore, we also pray, ‘Lord, have mercy,’ not in the sense 

of ‘forgive us our sins’, though we do pray for forgiveness, but in the sense, ‘Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear our prayer, for Jesus’ sake.’  In this way, we pray that God’s will be done and that 

He answers in the way that is best for us.  And this way we do not know.  But God certainly 

does. 

 

 


