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 “Jesus is Risen From the Dead” 

 
1
On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had 

prepared. 
2
And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 

3
but when they went in they 

did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 
4
While they were perplexed about this, behold, two 

men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 
5
And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to 

the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 
6
He is not 

here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 
7
that the Son 

of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third 

day rise.” 
8
And they remembered his words, 

9
and returning from the tomb they told all these 

things to the eleven and to all the rest. 
10

Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the 

mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, 
11

but 

these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 
12

But Peter rose and ran 

to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home 

marveling at what had happened. (Luke 24:1-12) 

 

The words of Job from the Old Testament bear witness to the resurrection of our Lord, where he 

says, I know that my redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth.  There also does 

Job speak of his own resurrection, when he says, And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, 

That in my flesh I shall see God, Whom I shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold, 

and not another. How my heart yearns within me! (Job 19:25-27).  In other words, Job spoke 

of Christ’s resurrection, as well as His own.   

 

Other writers, of both Old and New Testaments also speak of Christ’s resurrection, and ours to 

follow.  

 

St. Paul, for example, in one place writes, But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has 

become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by 

Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all 

shall be made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those 

who are Christ's at His coming (1 Corinthians 15:20-23). 

 

And in another place, Paul says, What things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for 

Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ 

Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, 

that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is 

from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from 

God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship 

of His sufferings, being conformed to His death (Philippians 3:7-10). 
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But who believes such words today, not only concerning the resurrection of our Lord, but also of 

the resurrection of our own bodies?  According to man, the resurrection of the body is an 

impossibility.  According to scientists, the resurrection lacks empirical evidence.  According to 

the skeptics, the resurrection is doubtful.  According to the atheists, the resurrection is not true.  

According to the world, the resurrection is foolishness.  But for the Christian, the resurrection is 

the sure and certain testimony of Christ's victory over death and also our own, through Him. 

 

But why is this so?  Do Christians believe the resurrection of Christ and of their own future 

resurrection only because it makes life here somehow more bearable?  Is the resurrection 

believed among us because we simply long for a better place?  Or is the hope of the resurrection 

of Christ and our own considered an escape from the ins and outs of today and tomorrow? 

 

Some have the opinion that these questions might get to the center of why Christians everywhere 

believe in Christ's resurrection and their own—because they want to believe in a ‘better place.’  

But in reality, these questions don’t.   

 

Though we live in the world, we are not of the world, as Jesus Himself says (John 15:19; 17:11, 

14, 16).   

 

Though we look forward to the life to come, we also live in the here and now (2 Corinthians 

4:16-5:8).  Christianity is not some sort of escapism from the world.  Rather, Christianity has to 

do with faith in Christ, who is the only true and lasting hope, not of the world, but of God, and 

living that faith in the real world of the here and now. 

 

But the Christian does look forward to the new heavens and the new earth that the Lord will 

usher in upon His return in glory (Revelation 21:1).  The Christian does indeed long for 

deliverance from this body of death and from the sin which so easily ensnares (Romans 7:24; 

Hebrews 12:1).  The Christian does indeed look forward to what is to come.   

 

However, the Christian does not believe these things because these tenets of the Christian faith 

are somehow according to the human psyche or somehow related to the desire to believe that 

something good is coming.  The Christian believes the promises of God because God has indeed 

given them according to His Holy Word, through Jesus Christ.  The world and our sinful nature, 

however, do not naturally look to God’s Word and work in Christ for help and salvation.  The 

world and our sinful nature look instead to the things of this world and to false securities that will 

not last the test of either time or eternity. 

 

True faith believes in Jesus Christ and His resurrection on the third day.  It is a faith not derived 

from man nor of the world.  True faith is a faith which is given by God, and a faith which is 

according to His Word alone.  This means that Christians clearly distinguish between true faith 

and false faith.  With reference to the true faith regarding Christ's resurrection, the Bible teaches 

the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  Jesus did physically die.  But also did He 

bodily rise from the dead, as we confess in our creeds. 

 

All the Gospels, Saints Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, bear witness to the resurrection, as well 

as the entire New Testament.   
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St. Paul, for example, writes, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also 

you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that 

word which I preached to you -- unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of 

all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and 

that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and 

that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He was seen by over five 

hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have 

fallen asleep. After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. Then last of all He 

was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time (1 Corinthians 15:1-8). 

 

Even the Old Testament asserts the resurrection from the dead.  This is what Paul meant where 

he said, According to the Scriptures. 

 

Inspired by the Lord, the Psalmist writes, For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will 

You allow Your Holy One to see corruption (Psalm 16:10). 

 

And Jesus, when asked about the resurrection, spoke of Exodus when He said that, Even Moses 

showed in the burning bush passage that the dead are raised, when he called the Lord 'the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.' "For He is not the God of the 

dead but of the living, for all live to Him (Luke 20:37-38). 

 

The resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead means that your sin and the debt for your 

sin, even eternal death, is fully paid.  Jesus’ resurrection means that Christ's death is fully 

recognized and is completely accepted by God the Father in heaven.  Death, your death, is done 

away in Christ, who is THE Resurrection and THE Life (John 11:25).  Therefore, He who 

believes in Jesus, though He die, yet shall He live (John 11:26). 

 

You don’t believe this because you now see Jesus with your eyes or because you feel Him in 

your hearts.  You believe it because God Himself has revealed it. You believe it because God has 

made this blessed truth known to you in His Holy Word.   

 

True faith rests on the unchanging truth of God’s Holy Word.  Therefore, when it comes to the 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Third day, belief in this is no different than belief in 

God creating the world in six literal 24-hour days according to the Word of God in Genesis (1), 

the people of Israel crossing the Red Sea on dry ground according to the Word of God in Exodus 

(14), the virgin birth of our Lord according to the Word of God in Matthew & Luke (1; 2), or the 

blessed miracles recorded in both the Old Testament and New, by the prophets, by Jesus, or by 

the apostles. 

 

On the other hand, false faith, which is no faith at all, but unbelief, rests on something other than 

God’s Holy Word.  False faith does not trust in what God has said, what is written, but in the 

thoughts, opinions, and notions of man.   

 

With regard to the resurrection, many, Christians and NonChristians alike, may speak of a 

resurrection of Christ, and many may even speak of a resurrection of the dead.  But of these 

Christians and NonChristians, even some “Christians” today believe it impossible that Jesus 
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bodily resurrected from the dead.  Therefore might they say that Jesus resurrected, but only 

spiritually, not physically.  But this is really to deny the testament of our Lord, given to us 

through the Lord’s apostles.   

 

It is not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ to believe that Jesus rose only in a spiritual sense, for 

the Bible teaches that Christ rose bodily from the dead.  And His bodily resurrection means also 

the resurrection of your own body, should you die before the Lord returns.  The belief that Jesus 

did not bodily rise and that He only rose spiritually is really only a deception of the evil one. 

Therefore, as Christians, we confess the truth of Christ’s bodily resurrection, and clearly deny 

the error.   

 

If Christ did not literally resurrect from the dead, then you have no Savior and you are still in 

your sins.  Your salvation does not come by way of Jesus rising spiritually, but by Him rising 

physically from the dead, as St. Paul writes: If Christ is preached that He has been raised 

from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if 

there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, then 

our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. Yes, and we are found false witnesses 

of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise 

up -- if in fact the dead do not rise. For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. And 

if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! Then also those who have 

fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 

men the most pitiable. But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits 

of those who have fallen asleep (1 Corinthians 15:12-20). 

 

Thanks be to God, therefore, for your faith is not futile.  Because Jesus rose bodily from the 

dead, you are no longer in your sin.  Jesus has delivered you from death.  He forgives you your 

sin.  The hope of eternal life is yours.  Jesus IS The Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25).  

You have no reason to doubt, to disbelieve, or to be uncertain of God’s forgiveness or of your 

salvation.  God Himself has declared it so.  Jesus Christ is risen today.  Alleluia!  This means 

your life, your joy, your salvation.  Because God has revealed it, therefore do we proclaim before 

the world with our mouths and sing with our voices the wonderful works of God, the wonderful 

works of God in Jesus Christ.  He is no longer dead.  He is risen, just as He said.  Jesus is not 

among the dead.  He is among the living.  Indeed, He is the Living One, whose life also means 

your own.  Amen.  


