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Palm Sunday/Passion of our Lord, 2010C 

442 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

*438 “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” 

440 “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 

Comm: 423 “Jesus Refuge of the Weary” 

 

 

“About the Passion of Our Lord” 

Text: Luke 22:1-23:56 

 

 

Not one word of complaint do you hear from our Lord about the bitter cup that He was to 

drink, nor about His forthcoming death, Peter’s denial, His arrest, the mocking and the 

beating, His false accusers, His bogus trials, His crucifixion.   

 

Not one word of regret, remorse, or uncertainty do you find in Jesus’ words for what is 

about to happen to Him.  Rather, was He led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep 

before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth (Isaiah 53:7). 

 

 

What a contrast the events of the latter part of Holy Week are from that day we call Palm 

Sunday, where people greeted Jesus with open arms and hailed, “Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!” (John 12:13).  And now, during this 

Holy week, we focus on why Christ came—to deliver you from you sin—to free you 

God’s judgment, and to deliver you from eternal death. 

 

The lengthy Gospel reading today was the account of our Lord’s Passion.  That word 

passion here does not have to do with the emotions of Jesus.  It has to do with His 

suffering and His death, from the Garden where His sweat became like great drops of 

blood falling to His crying out on the cross, Father, into Your hands I commit My 

spirit, where, having said this, He breathed His last (Luke 22:44; 23:46 [Psalm 31:5]).  

 

Though there might be talk about the length of the reading after the service and beyond, 

whether in jest or otherwise, God’s Word is always worthy of our meditation.   

 

Christian worship is centered on Jesus Christ.  And centered on Jesus Christ, it’s about 

what Jesus Christ gives you.  What He gives is what you are to believe, according to His 

Word.  What He says you are to trust, even should it not make sense.  And what He 

does—for you—you are to rejoice in. 

 

Many might hear or even read the Passion of our Lord, but they only go so far as to feel 

sorry for Jesus.  They might say, “What a terrible thing that He went through,” and leave 

it at that.  They might even say that He didn’t deserve to be treated as He was, or that He 

shouldn’t have died the way that He did.  But that’s as far as they go.  Many will only 

say, “Poor Jesus,” and nothing more. 
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If this is where you stop in your consideration of the Lord’s Passion, you are not yet 

considering the Lord’s Passion rightly.  Even unbelievers will even say that Jesus didn’t 

deserve all that He suffered.  But to say these things is not to say enough. 

 

Jesus didn’t suffer what He suffered because He deserved it.  He wasn’t treated as He 

was treated because of some terrible thing that He did.  Nor did He die the way He died 

because He was worthy of such a death by crucifixion.  

 

What Jesus suffered, He suffered for you.  His suffering, His betrayal, the denial, the 

mocking, the blaspheming, the beating, the crown of thorns, the nails, the cross, 

everything—He did for you.  All of these things should have happened to you—because 

of your sin, your disobedience, your indifference, your desire for that is not according to 

God’s Word (and contrary to it).   

 

For all of these things, you should be forsaken by God, left on your own, left alone—to 

die—eternally.  And without Christ, you will.  But with Christ, you won’t.  With Christ, 

you won’t suffer any of these things.  With Christ, you won’t suffer the agony of hell and 

eternal separation from God.  With Christ, you instead have God’s peace.   

 

In Christ, your sins are forgiven you.  Christ humbled Himself and became obedient to 

the point of death, even the death of the cross (Philippians 2:8).   

 

The death that He died, He died to sin once for all (Romans 6:10). 

 

Because He was judged for your sin, there is no more sin for which you are to be judged.   

 

The Passion of our Lord draws our attention to the depth of our sin and to all that we 

rightly deserve.  But it also draws our attention to the salvation of God in Christ Jesus, 

apart from whom there is none. 

 

Today and this holy week, therefore, consider your participation in the events of Christ’s 

suffering and death.  But more than that, meditate on the sacrificial love of Jesus to 

sinners, and towards you—which is your salvation.  Amen. 

 


