
 1 

Lent 4, 2010C 

611 “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” 

*609 “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” 

571 “God So Loved The World SO That He Gave” DDDD 

 

“Jesus Receives Sinners” 

 
1
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 

2
And the Pharisees and 

the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 

      
3
So he told them this parable: . . .  

      
11
“There was a man who had two sons. 

12
And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, 

give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 
13
Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, 

and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 
14
And when he had spent everything, a 

severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 
15
So he went and hired himself 

out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 
16
And he was 

longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 

      
17
“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 

more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 
18
I will arise and go to my father, and I 

will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 
19
I am no longer worthy to 

be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 
20
And he arose and came to his 

father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 

embraced him and kissed him. 
21
And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 

and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
22
But the father said to his 

servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on 

his feet. 
23
And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 

24
For this my son 

was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 

      
25
“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard 

music and dancing. 
26
And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 

27
And 

he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he 

has received him back safe and sound.’ 
28
But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came 

out and entreated him, 
29
but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, 

and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might 

celebrate with my friends. 
30
But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property 

with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 
31
And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always 

with me, and all that is mine is yours. 
32
It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your 

brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” (Luke 15:1-3 (4-10) 11-32) 

 

Perhaps one of the more familiar parables told by our Lord Jesus Christ is the one before us 

today—the parable of the Prodigal Son.  It is an illustration that has been given much attention, 

not only within Christendom, but outside of it, too—A father welcoming home his wayward 

son—the older son embittered by the actions of his father, and disdaining his brother—and the 

prodigal son—who acknowledges the error of his ways and returns home to find that his father 

continues to love him, and welcomes him back, not as a slave, but as a son. 

 

This parable is a great gem and jewel, to cherish and remember, for it illustrates for us the 

unconditional love of God the Father towards those who stray and seek their own, and then 
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return to the Lord, only to hear those words of the father saying, This my son was dead, and is 

alive again; he was lost, and is found. 

 

Truly such kind and gracious words does our Lord speak to those who do come to him 

acknowledging their sinful ways.  These our Lord will not refuse, nor from them will he turn 

away.  They who have been brought low the Lord will lift up.  They who approach the Lord with 

nothing and not only recognize their unworthiness but admit it, these too will say, as the younger 

son had, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 
 
I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.   

 

And the Father will clothe them with the garment of salvation and cover them with the robe of 

righteousness (Isaiah 61:10).  God does not reject those who come to Him truly seeking help 

and salvation, for He says, Whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved (Acts 

2:21; Romans 10:13).   

 

And again our Lord says, Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame. For there is no 

distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon 

Him (Romans 10:11-12). 

 

Our heavenly Father is such a Father that sinners—and sinners only—He welcomes and takes 

unto Himself into His family.   

 

I recently heard someone say that the church is full of hypocrites.  This is true.  This truth you 

can’t deny.  All of you have said things that you’re going to do—but haven’t.  All of you do 

things that you say we won’t.  All of you are in the same boat of not keeping every single thing 

that you said you would do. 

 

You all pose as good sons and daughters, but there are things that you don’t talk about with 

others or want others to know.  You don’t want publicized all that you think or say or do.  There 

are things that you’d rather keep secret, and for good reason, lest your reputation be tainted. 

 

But God knows what’s in your hearts—what you’re thinking—and what you’re doing.  Even if 

no one else does, God does.  You can’t hide anything from Him.  He sees all and knows all. 

 

Yet like the father of the prodigal son, so the Heavenly Father doesn’t turn you away.  He 

doesn’t make you jump through hoops before taking you in.  Our Lord doesn’t say, “What you 

need to do is read the Bible more or pray more in order to know that you have my favor and so 

that you can have peace.”  Our Lord doesn’t say that you need to do x, y, and z before He calls 

you His own beloved child and Christian. 

 

Rather does the Lord speak to you His love, grace, and mercy.  Rather does our Lord give you 

His Son Jesus Christ, whom He sent into the world even without the world recognizing its need 

for a Savior.  Rather does our Lord call you to come and hear His Word and believe His 

promises.  He calls you to have faith in your baptism, to trust what He says and gives, and to 

come to Him with your sin that He give you forgiveness. 
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These things are what Christians do, because Christians are of Christ.  They are His sheep and 

hear His voice (John 10:27).  Christians truly are sinners, but they are forgiven sinners—only 

because of Jesus. They acknowledge their sins and their sinfulness.  They admit what they’ve 

done wrong.  They recognize their inability to do all that God says, and they sorrow over this 

truth.  They know they are not as God wants them to be, yet they trust in God’s mercy. They 

trust in the merits of Christ.  And they look to Him for their peace with God. 

 

Our Lord doesn’t require you to do anything for His love, for His forgiveness, or for His 

acceptance.  You can’t!  These are but free gifts from your gracious Father.  Such love does the 

Lord have for all people.  And such love does the father in today’s parable have towards both 

sons. 

 

Toward the younger son, the father showed his compassion by welcoming him home, despite all 

that he done and despite how he had lived.  The Heavenly Father is also this way towards you.  

Only do but come.   

 

Don’t presume to be His child if His Word you do not take as your own.  Don’t presume that you 

have His favor simply because you go through the motions of church, yet find His Word useless 

and the preaching in vain.  This is like the elder son in the parable—the elder son who was with 

his father in the house, and yet shunned and despised his own brother.  By doing this, he 

demonstrated that the word and the ways of His father were not his own.  These are not the signs 

of an obedient son, but the signs of a defiant and rebellious son. 

 

But towards this son, too, does the father in the parable demonstrate love, and his desire for him 

to return and to again be a part of the family.   

 

When that son in his stubbornness would not go to the feast and celebrate his brother’s return, 

the father went out to Him and urged him to come in, even saying to Him, Son, you are always 

with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your 

brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found. 

 

The dead son was alive!  He who was lost was found!  This was reason for celebration.  This was 

reason for joy.  This was not a time to sulk and have pity party because the other son had come 

home.  The eldest son had lacked nothing while he was at home, nor was the father showing 

favoritism.    In essence, the father was calling the unyielding son to forego his bitterness and to 

rejoice with the others.  He was calling him to ‘come home,’ even as his brother had. 

 

So did he?  Had the obstinate brother ‘come home’ and join the celebration?  Had he recognized 

that as a son, he was to be as his father was, glad at his brother’s homecoming? 

 

We don’t know.  The text doesn’t tell us.  But what the text does reveal is that the parable of the 

prodigal son is more than just a moving story of a father’s astounding love towards his wayward 

son.  The parable is an illustration of God’s love towards the sinner, both towards the sinner who 

is sorry for his sin, like the younger son who came to his senses and acknowledged his sin before 

his father, and God’s love toward the sinner who is not sorry for his sin, like the elder son who 

refused to join in the celebrations—who placed himself above such kindnesses towards others. 
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The preface of this parable of the prodigal son is that of tax collectors and sinners drawing near 

to hear Jesus.  They came because they desired to hear His sweet and kind words.  They wanted 

to hear the good things that Jesus said.  He welcomed them and turned none away.  Such is 

God’s love toward the sinner.  Such is God’s love toward you. 

 

Give to God your sins.  He forgives you all of them.  Not one remains unforgiven in Jesus.  He 

won’t turn you away on account of anything that you’ve done.  Only hear His Word.  Take hold 

of His absolution.  Trust only Him and His Word. 

 

As for the Pharisees and scribes, they saw the sinners and tax collectors coming to hear to Jesus.  

But they wanted nothing of it.  They thought that they were better than them.  And so they 

thought that they were better than Jesus, too.  But neither was true.  And this is the reason for the 

parables in Luke 15.   

 

The Pharisees and scribes were righteous and good in their own eyes, as are they who today 

believe the same things.  But they are greatly mistaken, as are you who place yourself above 

God’s ways and think you know better than God about who is righteous and who is not.   

 

Jesus did not come to call the righteous, but sinners—to repentance (Luke 5:32).  It is not 

those who are well that need a physician, but those who are sick. 

 

If you come to hear Christ because you are a sinner—a real sinner with real sin—and seek from 

Him Words of life and comfort, know that in Jesus, then, you have a Savior, a real Savior, who 

speaks to you nothing but kind and sweet words of welcome, forgiveness, and eternal life.  And 

these you will welcome as for you. 

 

If you despise God’s grace and His kindness to others, believing them not to deserve it, but that 

you yourself do, believing that you are not such a sinner as they and that you don’t need such 

forgiveness, know that you are not being as a child of the heavenly Father, and that you are 

despising the love of God to those whom He desires to give it.  Therefore, the Lord’s love, even 

for yourself, you despise.   

 

The Lord does receive sinners and eats with them.  And this means that He also receives you.  

For you, too, He prepares a feast—a feast of heavenly food.  Let others grumble as they will.  

You are the Lord’s and He is yours. His compassion is far greater than any complaint.  And His 

love greatly surpasses anyone’s stubbornness.  Amen. 


