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Lent 3, 2010C 

788 “Forgive Us, Lord, For Shallow Thankfulness” 

*614 “‘As Surely As I Live,’ God Said” D D D D     

693 “O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace” 

Comm: 696 “O God, My Faithful God” 

 

“The Lord Calls You to Repent” 
 

1
There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 
2
And he answered them, “Do you think that these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 
3
No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 

4
Or those eighteen on whom 

the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the 

others who lived in Jerusalem? 
5
No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise 

perish.” 

      
6
And he told this parable:  “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came 

seeking fruit on it and found none. 
7
And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I 

have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the 

ground?’ 
8
And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on 

manure. 
9
Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

(Luke 13:1-9) 

 

Fitting are the words of today’s three readings from the Old Testament, an epistle of St. Paul the 

apostle, and from our Lord Jesus Christ.  They are words of warning.  They are words of caution.  

They are words meant to rouse you from your complacency—from your smugness—and from 

self-satisfaction.  They are meant to make you uncomfortable.  They are meant to make you 

uncomfortable so that you do not look at yourself and say, “What a good person I am,” but that 

you instead say, “Lord, forgive me and look not at me according to your righteous law, but 

according to Your mercy in Christ Jesus alone.” 

 

If the Lord looks at you according to His Law, you have no hope.  Only as the Father looks at 

you through Jesus do you have hope.  On your own, you are lost.  But in Jesus, you have 

forgiveness of sins—and life—and salvation. 

 

In today’s Old Testament reading from the prophet Ezekiel, God makes a distinction between 

those who remain in their wickedness from those who do not.  He distinguishes those who trust 

in themselves from those who turn from their wicked ways.  And what is the point?  The point is 

that the sinner turn from His ways.  This is what we call repentance—that the sinner turn away 

FROM his sin and turn TO the Lord.   

 

But the point God is making through His servant Ezekiel is NOT ONLY that the wicked turn from 

their ways and live.  God is also saying that those who are righteous in God’s eyes—those who 

trust in God’s mercy—those who believe God’s promises—God is saying that these are not to 

become confident in their own work, their own goodness, their own righteousness.  (Ezekiel 

33:7-20) 
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In other words, God is warning them of pride, false security, vanity, and conceit.  He is warning 

them, as St. Paul later says, Not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to 

think soberly (Roman 12:3).  Or, as he writes in another place, Let us not become conceited 

(Galatians 5:26). 

 

By these words, God is warning you of pride, false security, vanity, and conceit.  These very 

things you also contend with. You, too, are tempted by your sinful flesh to give in and begin 

looking more highly at yourself, and looking down upon others.   

 

Our Lord would keep you from such sin—for such sin leads not to life, but to death.  Therefore 

would our Lord have you keep looking to Jesus and not to yourself or any other. 

 

Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 

 

Taking pride in yourself is taking your eyes off of Jesus.  Giving thanks to God is what you are 

to do, but not in the sense of the self-righteous Pharisee who thought of himself as better and 

more holy than the tax collector (Luke 18:9-14).  You’re to give thanks to God for all of his 

blessings, for all of them are truly from Him.  But you’re not to compare what you have with 

what others have.  Or, said another way, you’re not to think that you’re better off because things 

are going better for you than for them.  Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 

who humbles himself will be exalted (Luke 18:14). 

 

How your life is going is not the determining factor of how things are between you and God.  

Jesus is! 

 

-- 

 

And rather than being content with yourself, you are trust, not in yourself self or your own 

delusions, but in God’s faithfulness—in His Word.  This is what St. Paul is getting at in today’s 

epistle reading from his letter to the 1 Corinthians. 

 

There, Paul writes about what happened to God’s people who committed idolatry, who indulged 

in sexual immorality, who put Christ to the test and who grumbled against God, even though 

God cared for them in all of their needs.  The end result of those who did those things was not 

good.  They fell.  They died. They were destroyed by the Destroyer. 

 

St. Paul writes you these things that you Might not desire evil as they did.  He says that These 

things happened to them as an example…but that they were written down for your 

instruction.  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall (v12, NKJ). (1 

Corinthians 10:1-13). 

  

Times have changed over the years, but people haven’t.  God’s people today are like God’s 

people of old—stubborn, lazy, complacent, finicky, dissatisfied, proud, and self-righteous.  We’d 

like to think that we’re different from everyone else, that we have it ‘IN’ with God, that God is on 

OUR side, but not on theirs, that we somehow have God working FOR US, and that we can do as 
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we please.  But St. Paul in today’s epistle speaks against this way of thinking.  And like through 

the prophet Ezekiel, God calls you to repent, to turn from the error of your ways, to resist 

temptation, and to seek help from the Lord. 

 

We now come to today’s Gospel reading, St Luke, the 13 chapter.  With these words of our Lord 

Jesus, we hear a similar theme as that of the Old Testament and Epistle readings.  We hear that 

very direct word of our Lord, Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 

 

With these words, the Lord Jesus cuts off all escape routes.  He puts everyone, both believer and 

nonbeliever alike, on the same playing field.  He calls all people—to repent—everywhere. 

 

The notion that you have a lesser sin than someone else, or that someone else has a greater sin 

than you is now dashed to pieces.  The notion that a country like Haiti or Chile somehow got 

what they deserved is false.  The notion that a country is prospering because it has God’s favor is 

also false.  

 

Though we might like to have answers to the questions why them and not me, or why me and not 

them, so often our questions remain unanswered.  We’re not to guess what the hidden will of 

God is.  What you are to do is take hold of His revealed will, His Word, and place your 

confidence in that.  God is faithful!  And even if you don’t know the reason why something 

happened, really, you don’t need to.  What God has said—this is to be your concern. 

 

So it is here. 

 

Some people had told Jesus about Galileans whom Pilate killed while they were offering 

sacrifices.  Their thought was that those Galileans who died must have done something wrong.  

To be killed during worship was to them evidence of gross sin.  The reason that they told Jesus 

was in order to justify themselves.  They wanted to make themselves feel better, as more 

righteous than those other people. 

 

But instead of making them feel better about themselves, Jesus turns their self-righteousness 

against them.  In essence, Jesus says, “You’re not better than they are.  You, too, deserve death, 

even eternal death, because of your sin. Therefore, repent—in order that you not perish.” 

 

Jesus uses another example, too, in order to illustrate the same thing.  He talks about a tower, the 

tower in Siloam, a tower that fell and killed 18 people.  Jesus says that the people who died by 

the tower weren’t worse sinners than any others who lived in Jerusalem.   Here, too, He says, 

Repent! 

 

The meaning of these words of our Lord is this, that you are no better than anyone else.  Nor is 

anyone better than you.  It is sin to think so, for our Lord levels the playing field.  Before Him, 

everyone is the same—a lost and condemned sinner. 

 

St. Paul says it this way, All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).  

This includes you, and no one but One is excluded—Jesus—He who, though He knew no sin, 
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became sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (1 Corinthians 

5:21). 

 

Because you are no better than anyone else, repent—turn from your self-righteousness—to Him 

who IS righteous—through whom God declares you righteous and good and holy in His sight.  

Turn from your false security, your idolatrous heart, and your laziness in reading Holy Scripture!  

Stop believing what you think to be right and believe the Word.  And when the Word doesn’t 

match with how you think it should be, ask for forgiveness.  Ask for a softened heart that doesn’t 

deny what God makes known to you.  Ask for true faith that says, “Amen” only to what God has 

said—and His Son Jesus Christ—for only in that faith do you have salvation, and only through 

faith in Jesus Christ alone is it certain. 

 

Be in the Word!  Trust God’s forgiveness for the sake of Jesus.  Take the Lord’s Supper often, 

for it is medicine for the soul.  Don’t trust yourself or what you believe to be true.  Trust God and 

what He says, for there you will find Jesus—Jesus who not only calls you to repent—but Jesus 

who gives you life and peace with God, now and into all eternity. 

 

The life of the Christian is one of daily repentance.  It is a life lived in remembrance of your 

baptism—drowning the Old Man and putting on the new.  Trust not yourself.  Trust the Lord! 

 

The time to do these things is now—daily—and continually.  Don’t wait!  Therefore, hear and 

believe.  Don’t take the Lord’s gifts for granted.   Heed the warnings of our Lord!  His grace is 

extended, but only for a time.  Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation 

(2 Corinthians 6:2).  Amen. 


